
PLEASE  PRAY FOR:     The elderly and the sick 
Marius Fernando; Dantina Frederico;  Stella Mammone; Gino Salvo; Rosa Di Pietro;  Lucia Bordin;                                      
Ursula McWhinney; Justin Diviny; Stephanie Jouhari; Anna & Garry Henneken; Nicholas Gillman;                                 
Jillian Eolzella;   Loretta Bastian; Sally O’Farrell; Peter Ferrigno; Caterina Timpano; Charlie Tiang; Lena Savoia; 
Anne Ryan; Margaret Whelan; Geraldine Macken;                       

ANNIVERSARIES 

In Faith, Hope and Love, let us pray for repose of the souls of                                          
Victor Bartolo; Bill & Millie O’Connor; Pauline Morello;                           

Patricia McMahon, Vittoria Bonfa;  Alexander & Laura Whitehouse 
 whose anniversary occurs at this time 

RECENTLY DECEASED 

We remember in prayer,      
 Sr Margaret Case (RSC); 

Erwin Santillan  
May they rest in peace. 

We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, as the traditional caretakers of the land which is the 

St. Monica’s Catholic Parish. We acknowledge the Elders, past & present. May we, too, be good stewards of this land. 

   ST. MONICA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Moonee Ponds 

 

   Presbytery: 22 Robinson St., Moonee Ponds 3039   

Telephone: (03) 9370 5035  

   Email: mooneeponds@cam.org.au      

 Website: www.stmonicasparish.com.au 

   Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Tony Feeney   Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr. Andrew Choi 

   Parish Office: Sonya Bading    Pastoral Assistant: Abygaile Cukavac                               

Principal: Mr. Peter Moore  Deputy Principal: Ms Christine Lo Giusto            

School Phone No:  9375 1132 

    White                                  The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary               15th August 

    SUNDAY LITURGY @ Home;                For Adults:           For Families with Young Children: 

The Assumption 
 

 

ORDINARY MASS TIMES 
Saturday: 8am & 6pm (Vigil for Sunday) 

Sunday : 8.30am (Italian & English); 10.30am; 5.30pm 
Tue-Fri : 7am; 9.15am                                      

Reconciliation on Saturday: 10am & 5.30 pm  

As the country continues to battle outbreaks of the Coronavirus Delta strain, let us pray for all those who are undergoing strict 
14-day isolation to support their families and the wider community. We also offer prayers and thanks to all frontline workers.  

DUE TO CURRENT 
RESTRICTIONS              

CHURCH IS  
CURRENTLY 

CLOSED  

HOPING TO 

OPEN UP WHEN 

RESTRICTIONS 

EASE  

Accordingly, our parish church will be closed during this current lockdown.  
Online Mass will be available from 10.00am Sunday on our website www.stmonicasparish.com.au  

Belief in the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was decreed only in 
1950 but was evident in the prayer tradition of the Church long before 
that. Liturgical texts appeared as early as the fifth century. The present 
Preface for the feast links Mary’s unique destiny with her role as the 
Mother of God; it also sees her Assumption as sign and promise for the 
pilgrim people of God. 
 
She was personally spared 
          … the corruption of the tomb, 
          since from her own body she marvelously brought forth 

your incarnate Son, the Author of all life. 
 

But her privilege is a blessing for us all, since Mary 
           was assumed into heaven 
            as the beginning and image of your Church’s coming to perfection 
            and a sign of sure hope and comfort to your pilgrim people. 

https://sundayreadingsathome.weebly.com/m4rh41lstr3.html
https://www.prayingwithchildren.org/pl3g0m4m3w3.html
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/


St. Monica’s is a Child Safe Parish. We hold the care, safety and well-being of children, young  people and 
vulnerable adults as a central and fundamental responsibility of our community. 

   

 

 
As of 8.00pm, Thursday 12 August 2021, the                     

following  lockdown measures will be applied across             

Melbourne will extend for another seven days or            

until otherwise notified.  

• Face masks must be worn inside and outdoors:              

everywhere except your own home.  

• There will be 5 Reasons to leave home:  
- shopping for necessary goods and services (one person per 

household, once per day, a support person can accompany if 

required; within 5km);  

- caregiving or compassionate reasons;  
- authorised work or permitted education, or work                   

interstate (if you can work from home, you must work from 

home);  
- exercise (up to two hour two hours, with one other               

person or members of your household; within 5km);  
- receive a vaccination.  

• Private and public gatherings will not be permitted: 

Single person bubbles will be allowed.  

• PRAYER and RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES: No                  

in-person gatherings permitted. Livestreaming and Broadcast 

is permitted with a total of 5 people present including             

technicians.  

• FUNERALS: (indoor and outdoor): Permitted with no 

more than 10 people (and those necessary to conduct the 

funeral). Children under 12 months old are not counted to-

wards this cap.  

• WEDDINGS: (indoor and outdoor): Not permitted un-

less end of life or for deportation reasons. Involves only 5 

persons (including the two persons being married, celebrant, 

two witnesses).  

• AGED CARE: No visitors are permitted into aged care 

or other residential facility settings, except for end-of-life 

reasons.  

• HOSPITALS: No visitors are permitted into health care 

settings, except for end-of-life reasons, as a support partner 

for birth, or a parent to accompany a child.  

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost.  
Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land.  
 
  O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia 
  and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.  
 
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to 
recognise Jesus, our companion on the road.  
 
    Give us the courage to tell our stories  
    and to speak boldly of your truth. 
 
 Give us ears to listen humbly to each other  
and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.  
 
    Lead your Church into a hope-filled future,  
    that we may live the joy of the Gospel. 
 
 Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
bread for the journey from age to age. 
 Amen.  
 
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.  
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us  
 

Plenary Council Website 

BOOK LAUNCH 

Ann Rennie, a long-time columnist and contributor 
to Australian Catholics magazine is holding a launch of 
her book Blessed: Meditations on a Life of Small            
Wonders at Readings Hawthorn, 701 Glenferrie Rd, 
Hawthorn, Vic on 25 August at 6.30. For more                  
information, see www.lanewaypress.com.au.  

Hearing from young Catholics  
The Archdiocese is looking at how we can continue to               
accompany young people in their journey of faith. They 
would love to hear the discipleship experiences of young 
Catholics in Melbourne and invite youth and young adults 
(15–35 years) to complete a survey. This will be used to help 
inform planning as we seek to ensure youth and young 
adults are accompanied in their journey with the Lord over 
the years ahead. The survey can be found here.  

“And Mary said, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the 

Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior.”    Luke 1: 46 

After Jesus, we look to Mary as our model of                     
stewardship.  Her entire life was lived in obedience to 
God’s will.  Just as the moon reflects the light of the 
sun, Mary reflects the light of Christ.  Like Mary, we 
too are called to reflect Christ to the world.  We do this 
by living grateful and generous lives.  We do this by 
putting other’s needs before our wants.  

Catholic Church urges action to care for the 
earth, the poor 
 
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has made an        
historic commitment to work towards a more sustainable 
Church in its annual statement promoting social justice. 
 
In the Social Justice Statement 2021-22 just launched ,  
Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor, the bishops commit to a 
seven-year journey towards seven Laudato Si’ Goals. 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
https://lanewaypress.com.au/blog/portfolio/blessed-meditations-on-a-life-of-small-wonders/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.jesuitcommunications.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-allkitk-qitudhlv-i%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmooneeponds%40cam.org.au%7Cffa14b6d4069430e2e9008d95af2c2be%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C6376408209
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VWJBSQB
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2021/06/24/social-justice-statement-2021-22/


Meet Me in the Middle Online Retreat                                     
from 5 September 2021.  
Based on Charles Peguy's Little Girl Hope from the book: 
"The Portal of the Mystery of Hope." Hope is both a virtue 
and a mystery. It is desirable yet elusive. Many dismiss it, 
misunderstand it, shrug it off and turn their backs on it, 
extolling faith and charity instead. Whilst faith and charity 
are absolutely critical in these times of uncertainty and fear 
in society, there is now a need for hope as never before 
since World War II.  
Details:  6 conferences (2 being uploaded each week) & 
questions for reflection. All video and texts are available 
for as long as needed on website. 
Cost: $250 Pensioners can apply for a reduced price– see 
website 
Register online at: jamberooabbey.org.au/
retreats/online-retreats 

 

For Coronavirus Information in your language                   
click on  
SBS Multilingual Coronavirus Portal-  

Support My Parish  In these challenging times 

the Catholic Development Fund (CDF) and the                         

Archdiocese of Melbourne have partnered to build an 

online parish payment portal, CDFpay for Parishes. 

This site enables you to make quick and easy online                      

thanksgiving payments – you can set-up a recurring 

payment, if you haven’t done so already, or you 

can choose a one-off offering. The Moonee Ponds site is 

live and found  at                                                                        

https://melbourne.cdfpay.org.au/details/?id=96    

August  

 15th The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 24th St. Bartholomew, Apostle 

 27th St. Monica’s  

 28th St. Augustine 

 29th Parish Celebrates St. Monica’s Feast Day 

PARISH ZOOM MOBILE 

SCRIPTURES REFLECTION                               

& DISCUSSION                                       

with Fr. Tony 

Friday at 7pm  

Click here for Link  

(Meeting ID: 914 0120 3888 ) 

Current Job Vacancies 
 Parish Secretary, Parish of St Vincent de Paul, 

Strathmore 
 Senior Relationship Manager, Client Services,              

Catholic Development Fund, East Melbourne 
Details at https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies   
hradmin@cam.org.au 
Part-time General Office Assistant, Mondays 9am-3pm, 
with potential for Tuesdays also, at Heart of Life Centre for 
Spiritual & Pastoral Formation,  41 Stanhope St, Malvern. To 
assist with social media, Zoom support, administrative and 
general duties. Job description and applications (by 28 August 
2021):  contact the Secretary, 

Fan the Flame 
Towards Plenary Assembly One October 2021 

 
‘His mercy reaches from age to age’ 

Luke 1:39-56 
 

God is asking us to refrain from putting barriers and 
obstacles in the way of God’s mercy reaching the least, 
the lost and those who feel excluded, especially those 
who do not yet know the love of God. God is asking us 

to be a Church that walks together and                                                      
does not leave anyone behind. 

(Humble, Healing and Merciful- Discernment Paper p. 6) 

 
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ 

  Sunday 26th September  
  Fr. Tony’s                                          

75th Birthday Celebrations  
       More details to follow 

What priests mean to us—
Melbourne Catholics reflect 
It's been a tough year for all,                            
including for our priests, who have 
been on the front line during these 
times of upheaval, guiding and caring 
for us and our parish communities. 
With Priest Appreciation Day and             

Vocations Awareness Week celebrated this 
month, Melbourne Catholic  spoke to Melbourne              
parishioners about what they appreciate about their 
priests. No answer was the same, demonstrating just how 
many reasons we have for appreciating the priestly                 
vocation and the tireless service of our Melbourne priests. 
So to our priests—thank you from all of us!                               
Especially at St. Monica’s thankyou to Fr. Tony and                              
Fr. Andrew. Watch video here  

  Pope Francis @Pontifex                                 

God does not come in extraordinary events,  
but works amid the apparent monotony of our 
daily life, in the frequently dull rhythm of our 
activities, in the little things that, working with 
tenacity and humility, we achieve in our                
efforts to do his will. 

As we enter into another week of lockdown                     
we pray for one another.  

We pray that we may all have the grace, 
strength and resilience in faith and love that          

Mary the Mother of the Lord and St. Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop displayed when facing                        

many a hardship in life. 

jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats/online-retreats
jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats/online-retreats
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/coronavirus
https://melbourne.cdfpay.org.au/details/?id=96
https://zoom.us/j/91401203888?pwd=czhQaVREWEZRUDNyT3pmZ3RvSHJzZz09#success
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
mailto:hradmin@cam.org.au
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVz8jwvDjkw


FIRST READING (Jos 24:1-2. 15-18) 
A reading from the book of Joshua  

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at 
Shechem; then he called the elders, leaders, judges and 
scribes of Israel, and they presented themselves before 
God. Then Joshua said to all the people: ‘If you will not 
serve the Lord, choose today whom you wish to serve, 
whether the gods that your ancestors served beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are 
now living. As for me and my House, we will serve the 
Lord.’ 

The people answered, ‘We have no intention of 
deserting the Lord and serving other gods! Was it not 
the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors out 
of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery, who worked 
those great wonders before our eyes and preserved us 
all along the way we travelled and among all the peoples 
through whom we journeyed. We too will serve the 
Lord, for he is our God.’ 

The word of the Lord. — Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
       

The I will bless the Lord at all times,   
his praise always on my lips;  
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.  
The humble shall hear and be glad.      (R.) 

        
       The Lord turns his face against the wicked   

to destroy their remembrance from the earth.  
The Lord turns his eyes to the just  
and his ears to their appeal.     (R.) 

 
They call and the Lord hears   
and rescues them in all their distress.  
The Lord is close to the broken-hearted;  
those whose spirit is crushed he will save.      (R.) 

        
       Many are the trials of the just man   

but from them all the Lord will rescue him.  
He will keep guard over all his bones,  
not one of his bones shall be broken.     (R.) 

 
Evil brings death to the wicked;   
those who hate the good are doomed.  
The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants.  
Those who hide in him shall not be condemned.        

(R.) 
        
SECOND READING ( Eph 5:21-32) 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Ephesians 
 
Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives 
should regard their husbands as they regard the Lord, 
since as Christ is head of the Church and saves the 

whole body, so is a husband the head of his wife; and as 
the Church submits to Christ, so should wives to their 
husbands, in everything. Husbands should love their 
wives just as Christ loved the Church and sacrificed 
himself for her to make her holy. He made her clean by 
washing her in water with a form of words, so that when 
he took her to himself she would be glorious, with no 
speck or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and 
faultless. In the same way, husbands must love their 
wives as they love their own bodies; for a man to love 
his wife is for him to love himself. A man never hates his 
own body, but he feeds it and looks after it; and that is 
the way Christ treats the Church, because it is his body 
– and we are its living parts. For this reason, a man 
must leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two will become one body. This mystery 
has many implications; but I am saying it applies to 
Christ and the Church. 
 
The word of the Lord. — Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                              
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life: 
you have the words of everlasting life. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL (Jn 6:60-69) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus 
said, ‘This is intolerable language. How could anyone 
accept it?’ Jesus was aware that his followers were 
complaining about it and said, ‘Does this upset you? 
What if you should see the Son of Man ascend to where 
he was before? 

‘It is the spirit that gives life,  

the flesh has nothing to offer. 

The words I have spoken to you are spirit  

and they are life. 

‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For 
Jesus knew from the outset those who did not believe, 
and who it was that would betray him. He went on, ‘This 
is why I told you that no one could come to me unless 
the Father allows him.’ After this, many of his disciples 
left him and stopped going with him. 

Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What about you, do you 
want to go away too?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘Lord, who 
shall we go to? You have the message of eternal life, and 
we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.’ 

 Next week’s reading The 21st Sunday in Ordinary time  

This week we have the readings for next Sunday                       
The 21st Sunday in Ordinary time for our Parishioners to 
make some time during the week to read and reflect on. 


