
Sunday Worship Timetable 
SVdP:  Reconciliation     @ 5:30 pm & followed by 
             Saturday Vigil @ 6:00 pm 
             Sunday                  @            9:30 am 
SM:     Saturday Vigil     @            6:00 pm 
            Sunday  @ 8:30 am (Italian & English) 
            Sunday  @ 10:30 am   
            Sunday   @ 5:30 pm 

Weekday Worship Timetable 
SVdP: Wednesday                       @ 9:15 am 

              Friday       @ 10:00 am 
SM:     Tuesday & Thursday     @ 9:15 am 
             Wed & Fri (Communion Service)   @ 9:15 am 
              Saturday       @ 8:00 am 
           followed by Reconciliation:                  @ 8:30 am 
 

The Ascension of the Lord,  
Year A 

16th/17th May, 2026.    
You’re welcome to take this Newsletter with you. 

Parishes of St Monica & St Vincent de Paul 
Moonee Ponds & Strathmore 

 

MP Church:    820 Mount Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds 3039 
SVdP Church:   Cnr The Crossway & Woodland Street, Strathmore 3041 
Parish Office & Presbytery (All Correspondence): 22 Robinson Street, Moonee Ponds 3039 
Phone: (03) 9370 5035 Email: mooneeponds@cam.org.au  or  strathmore@cam.org.au   
Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr Nha n Le (mooneeponds@cam.org.au) 
Deacon:   Krisna Papalesa (mooneeponds@cam.org.au) 
Parish Office Manager: Mrs. Sonia Cavallaro (mooneeponds@cam.org.au) 
Parish Finance Officer: Mrs. Vanessa De Pietro (mooneeponds@cam.org.au)  

Website: stmonicasparish.com.au 

St Monica’s Primary School  
20 Robinson St, Moonee Ponds, Vic. 3039 

Principal:  Peter Moore 
Secretaries:  Maria Muller 
                     Vanessa Di Chiera 
                      Sandy Gunasekera   
Phone:               (03) 93751132 
Email:   info@stmonicasmp.catholic.edu.au 
Website:  stmonicasmp.catholic.edu.au                                                

St Vincent de Paul Primary School 
92-114 Woodland St, Strathmore, Vic. 3041 

Principal:  Shane Byrne 
Secretaries:  Maria Kuret 
                     Patricia Hengel 
Phone:  (03) 93795723 
Email:   principal@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au 
Website:  svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au 
 

Please remember in your Prayers 
Recently Deceased: Maryanne Welsh, Kenneth Barry, Giovanni Chillura, Josephine Godi, Giuseppe Ruffo, 
Pina Calio Izzo, Robyn Garland, Graziella Conti, Bruce Crane, Jean Hornbuckle, Caterina Korn. 
 
Anniversaries: Vincent Ballato, Giuseppe Ballato, Elizabeth Palmer, Rachela Calipa Corica, Jimmy Stolfo, 
Reg Egan, Kevin Bignell, Lorna Farmer, Michelina Barravecchio. 
 
The Sick & Seriously Ill: Please remember in your prayers all those in our Parish who are sick and  
suffering serious illness, together with their families and loved ones who care for them. 
Names for the Parish Weekly Update: If you would like your loved one who has died recently or whose  
anniversary is occurring to be remembered at Mass and in the Parish Weekly Bulletin, please make sure you have 
their names given to the Parish Office by Wednesday at 3.00pm. 

We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, as the traditional caretakers of the land which is the 
St. Monica’s Catholic Parish. We acknowledge the Elders, past & present. May we, too, be good stewards of this land. 

https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/
mailto:mooneeponds@cam.org.au
http://www.stmonicasparish.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/SVdP3041/


 
Celebration of Baptisms this 

Weekend 
Frederick Joseph Stokes Klevenz son of 

Joseph & Stephanie 

 
Lennox, Daniel & Tommy Ellis sons of  

Heath & Natalie 
 

Ari Reign Cookson son of 
Robert & Sharon 

 
Leo Mark &  Miles Jacob Keay sons of  

Matthew & Hannah 
 

Kaia Margaret Mae Keohane daughter of 
Liam & Alycia 

 
 

Parish Stewardship Program  
The Parish Stewardship Program will not be displayed at this time due to 
recent staff changes. The Stewardship Program will be reviewed and up-
dated shortly. Thank you for your understanding and continued support.  

Pray for Persecuted Christians in Nigeria  
 

 

Christians in Nigeria continue to suffer 
greatly for their faith, yet many persevere 
with deep trust in Christ and devotion to 

Our Lady. Aid to the Church in Need invites 
you to join with John, a Catholic farmer in 
Nigeria, in praying a decade of the Rosary 
this week for persecuted Christians and all 

who suffer for their faith. 
Watch John’s moving testimony and  

download a free Red Rosary Prayer Card to 
unite your prayers with the suffering 

Church throughout the world. 
Scan the QR code or visit  

www.rebrand.ly/RedRosary26 

 

     Synodality is about Mission 
The purpose of synodality is not internal 

reform for its own sake. Its goal is  
evangelisation—helping the Church  

become more faithful, more welcoming, 
and more effective in proclaiming the 

Gospel to today’s world. 

St Monica's Prayer Group presents the course  
'More of the Holy Spirit' on Thursdays, 

May 7,14 and 21 at 7.30pm.  
See stmonicasprayergroup.com for details.  

Everyone welcome. 

We warmly Welcome the following Families to our Parish  
Community as they prepare to celebrate the Baptism of their child: 

 
Frederick Joseph Stokes Klevenz son of 

Joseph & Stephanie 
 

Addison Charlie Riggs Ahern daughter of 
Liam & Holly 

 
          Winter DeBono daughter of  

                Aaron & Ashton 
 

May God bless these children and families as they begin this  
                        special journey of faith with us. 

 

St. Vincent’s Parish: Hearing Loop  
Restoration Trial 

 
We are pleased to announce that the Hearing Loop system at 

St. Vincent’s is now restored.  
To ensure our community can hear the Word of God clearly, 

we are beginning a trial phase and have 10 wireless  
receivers available for use during Mass. 

How to use the system: 
• For Hearing Aid Users: Use a receiver with a personal 

neck loop to connect via your "T" (Telecoil) setting. 
• For Others: The receivers can also be used with standard 

headphones. Please bring your own headphones from 
home for hygiene reasons. 

We are specifically looking for volunteers to test the system 
and provide feedback on audio clarity. This will help us deter-
mine if we need to advocate for additional units in the future. 
• Saturdays at St. Vincent’s: See Nigel by the organ before 

Mass. 
• Sundays at St. Vincent’s: See Anya in the choir for  

assistance. 

Sacramental Preparation - Confirmation 
 (Non-Catholic School Families) 

Families with children attending a non-Catholic school who wish for 
their child to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation are advised that  

preparation lessons will commence on  
Sunday, 31st May at St Vincent de Paul Parish, Strathmore. 

For further information or to obtain an application form, please contact 
the Parish office on 9370 5035. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rebrand.ly%2FRedRosary26&data=05%7C02%7Cmooneeponds%40cam.org.au%7C68083f855a9d44c1819f08deafd1c88f%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C639141512786645516%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey


ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY   23rd/24th May 2026, Year A 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you and ask that you make yourself known to us by 

completing this form and leaving it in the collection basket or return 
to the Parish office. (Please Print) 

 
 
 

Mass Times Readers Extraordinary Ministers 

6:00 pm SM School D Fernando & J Fernando 

6:00 pm SVdP B Duggan T Dargan & S Spencer 

8:30 am B Healey L Nardo S Maurici K Sherwood 

9:30 am A Weerakkody L Hastings & L O’Brien 

10:30 am School School C Shiu A De Fazio 

5:30 pm L Smolenaars  M Passuello B Smolenaars 

CHURCH VACUUMING 
SM: Team 3 
Thursday 21st 
May @ 9:45am  
SVdP: Group B 
Friday 22nd 

May @ 8:30am 

CHURCH LINEN 
SM May 

Sr. Loretta Bani 
SVdP  16th/17th May 

Marlene Watson 

Parish Mass Count 
We will be counting attendances at each Mass throughout the 

month of May. 

Surname  

Address  

Suburb  Postcode  

Phone  Email  

Title First/Christian 
Names 

Religion Occupation 

    

    



 The Ascension of the Lord 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles   
                1:1-11 

        
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? 
Jesus has been taken into heaven.                
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with eve-
rything Jesus had done and taught from the be-
ginning until the day he gave his instructions to 
the apostles he had chosen through the Holy 
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had 
shown himself alive to them after his Passion by 
many demonstrations: for forty days he had con-
tinued to appear to them and tell them about the 
kingdom of God. When he had been at table with 
them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, 
but to wait there for what the Father had prom-
ised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what you have heard me 
speak about: John baptised with water but you, 
not many days from now, will be baptised with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 
 
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, 
has the time come? Are you going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you 
to know times or dates that the Father has decid-
ed by his own authority, but you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and 
then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusa-
lem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and in-
deed to the ends of the earth.’ 
 
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked 
on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They 
were still staring into the sky when suddenly two 
men in white were standing near them and they 
said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing 
here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus 
will come back in the same way as you have seen 
him go there.’ 
The word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                   Ps 46:2-3, 6-9 
R.  God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 
All peoples, clap your hands, 
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth. R. 
 
God goes up with shouts of joy; 
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. R. 
 

God is king of all the earth. 
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. R.  
 
A reading from the first letter of St Peter   
to the Ephesians                                     1:17-23 

He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.  
 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and  
perception of what is revealed, to bring you to 
full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes 
of your mind so that you can see what hope his 
call holds for you, what rich glories he has prom-
ised the saints will inherit and how infinitely 
great is the power that he has exercised for us 
believers. This you can tell from the strength of 
his power at work in Christ, when he used it to 
raise him from the dead and to make him sit at 
his right hand, in heaven, far above every Sover-
eignty,  
Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other 
name that can be named, not only in this age, but 
also in the age to come. He has put all things  
under his feet, and made him as the ruler of  
everything, the head of the Church; which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills the whole  
creation.   
The word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:                     Mt 28:19,20  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the 
world. 
Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew                                           28:16-20 
All authority in heaven and on earth has been  
given to me. 
 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet 
them. When they saw him they fell down before 
him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and 
spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, 
make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the 
commands I gave you. And know that I am with 
you always; yes, to the end of time.’  
The Gospel of the Lord.  
R/Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 


