Fifth Sunday of Easter,

Year A
2nd/3rd May, 2026.

You’'re welcome to take this Newsletter with you.
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Please remember in your Prayers

Recently Deceased: Pina Calio Izzo, Robyn Garland, Graziella Conti, Bruce Crane, Jean Hornbuckle,
Caterina Korn, Karen Anticevic, Terry Cartwright, Vito Cuce, Jeanette Eims, Anna Savon.

Anniversaries: Pietro Chiera, Maria D’Agostino, Frank Fazio, Manuel Torio, Bruno Timpano, Eugene
Falzon, Lawrenza Portelli, Fredrick Barry, Josephine Barry, Patricia Kerr, Phyllis Perry.

The Sick & Seriously Ill: Please remember in your prayers all those in our Parish who are sick and

suffering serious illness, together with their families and loved ones who care for them.

Names for the Parish Weekly Update: If you would like your loved one who has died recently or whose

anniversary is occurring to be remembered at Mass and in the Parish Weekly Update, please make sure you have their names given to the
Parish Office by Wednesday at 3.00pm.

We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, as the traditional caretakers of the land which is the
St. Monica’s Catholic Parish. We acknowledge the Elders, past & present. May we, too, be good stewards of this land.
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We Warmly Welcome the following Families to our Parish
Ella Carmel Falcone daughter of
Marcus & Kelsy

Ari Reign Cookson son of
Robert & Sharon

Lennox, Daniel & Tommy Ellis sons of
Heath & Natalie

May God bless these and families as they begin this
special journey of faith with us.

]

Community as they prepare to celebrate the Baptism of their child:

Sacramental Preparation - Confirmation
(Non-Catholic School Families)
Families with children attending a non-Catholic school who wish for
their child to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation are advised that
preparation lessons will commence on

Sunday, 31st May at St Vincent de Paul Parish, Strathmore.

For further information or to obtain an application form, please contact
the Parish office.

problems, newly arrived refugees and asylum

True North Young Adult Group

True North Young Adults group is running a retreat in early July with
the 2027 World Youth Day theme of
“Take courage, for I have overcome the world.”
There will be a retreat fundraiser across
Saturday, 2 May and
Sunday, 3 May.

Details Below

Saturday, 2 May: After 6 pm Vigil Mass, there will be Mother’s Day

raffle tickets sold in the church foyer.

Sunday, 3 May: After 10:30 am Mass, there will be a bake sale in the

Symons Centre, a sausage sizzle in front of the Symons Centre and
Mother’s Day raffle tickets sold in the church foyer.

Thank you in advance for your support!
We look forward to seeing you there!

homelessness. Our faith calls us to welcome
the stranger and care for those most in need.
practical assistance, and compassionate care
Your generosity helps open the door to safety,
CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal. You can

donate using the appeal envelope available in

(03) 9967 2515. All gifts of $2 and above are

First Sunday of the Month Cuppa this
weekend @ SVdP & SM

All are warmly invited to spend some time with
fellow Parishioners over a cup of tea or coffee
after the Vigil Mass on
Saturday, 2nd May, and 9:30am Mass on Sunday
3rd May, in the SVdP Church
foyer.
After 8:30am & 10:30am Masses on

Sunday, 3rd May, please join us in the

Symons Centre at SM.

CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal
This weekend is the CatholicCare Victoria
Sunday Appeal. CatholicCare Victoria works
with those facing homelessness, those
experiencing mental health challenges,
families struggling with relationship

seekers, and those experiencing grief and

trauma. This year, the Appeal aims to give
hope and support to people experiencing

Your compassion ensures individuals and
families are supported with safe housing,
as they rebuild their lives.
dignity and hope. Please donate to
our parish, donate online at
www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call
tax deductible.
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The Strathmore ministers' roster for the Ordinary Time of the
Liturgical Year is now in preparation. If you, or anyone you know, is
interested in being a Reader or Minister of the Eucharist at Saturday
night or Sunday morning masses at St Vincents church,
please contact maureengreenl1@hotmail.com

St Monica's Prayer Group presents the course

St Monica’s Parish raised $2,116.10 and
St Vincent de Paul Parish raised $1369.30.

Thank you to all parishioners for your
generous support of
Project Compassion 2026.

ot

'More of the Holy Spirit' on Thursdays,

May 7,14 and 21 at 7.30pm.

See stmonicasprayergroup.com for details.
Everyone welcome.

Parish Stewardship Program

The Parish Stewardship Program will not be displayed at this time due to
recent staff changes. The Stewardship Program will be reviewed and up-
dated shortly. Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

For priests, synodality is not an added burden

but a way of exercising ministry in communion.

When priests foster listening and participation,
parishes become more alive, missionary, and

contributes to the Church’s mission.

Synodality and Priests

joyful. The priest presides at the
Eucharist, but the whole community
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ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY 9th/10th May 2026, Year A CHURCH VACUUMING
Mass Times Readers Extraordinary Ministers ;ﬂgj:;;:h
6:00 pm SM B Smolenaars L Smolenaars l\g]}:ig) z:::l?;nA
6:00 pm SVdP L Capparelli S Sequerah Mfyrigfgzgf,gm

8:30 am L Bani RSC | K Giaquinta M Galioto S Letcher

9:30 am L O’Brien ] Lourdes W

10:30 am N Ulasi K Engebretson A De Fazio C Shiu SVS;[',L;;?S;&T,[;Y

5:30 pm A Mathews P Duggan B Mathews Anne Sullivan

New Parishioners
We welcome you and ask that you make yourself known to us by
completing this form and leaving it in the collection basket or return
to the Parish office. (Please Print)

Surname
Address
Suburb Postcode
Phone Email
Title First/Christian Religion Date of Birth Occupation

Names

Children at Home

Thanksgiving Envelopes

Thank you for your generous contributions to the St Monica's and
St Vincent de Paul’s Thanksgiving Program.

If you would like to join the Thanksgiving Program where you can
regularly contribute to Church expenses, simply fill in a Pledge form
found on the Parish website or contact the Parish office.

Parish Mass Count
We will be counting attendances at each mass throughout the
month of May.




Liturgical Readings - Fifth Sunday of

Easter
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7

They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and
wisdom.

About this time, when the number of disciples
was increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint
against the Hebrews: in the daily distribution
their own widows were being overlooked. So the
Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples and
addressed them, ‘It would not be right for us to
neglect the word of God so as to give out food;
you, brothers, must select from among yourselves
seven men of good reputation, filled with the
Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand over this
duty to them, and continue to devote ourselves to
prayer and to the service of the word.” The whole
assembly approved of this proposal and elected
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit,
together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to
Judaism. They presented these to the apostles,
who prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of the Lord continued to spread: the
number of disciples in Jerusalem was greatly in-
creased, and a large group of priests made their
submission to the faith.

The word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 32:1-2, 4-5,18-19
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our
trust in you.

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. R.

For the word of the Lord is faithful
and all his works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right
and fills the earth with his love. R.

The Lord looks on those who revere him,
on those who hope in his love,

to rescue their souls from death,

to keep them alive in famine. R.

A reading from the first letter of St Peter 2:4-9

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but
chosen by God and precious to him; set your-
selves close to him so that you too, the holy
priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices
which Jesus Christ has made acceptable to God,
may be living stones making a spiritual house. As
scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a precious
cornerstone that I have chosen and the man who
rests his trust on it will not be disappointed. That

means that for you who are believers, it is pre-
cious; but for unbelievers, the stone rejected by
the builders has proved to be the keystone, a
stone to stumble over, a rock to bring men down.
They stumble over it because they do not believe
in the word; it was the fate in store for them. But
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a conse-
crated nation, a people set apart to sing the prais-
es of God who called you out of the darkness into
his wonderful light.

The word of the Lord. R/Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!

[ am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord;
no one comes to the Father, except through me.
Alleluia!

Jn 14:6

A reading from the holy Gospel according to

John 14:1-12
I am the truth and the life.

Jesus said to his disciples:

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God
still, and trust in me. There are many rooms in my
Father’s house; if there were not, I should have
told you. I am now going to prepare a place for
you, and after I have gone and prepared you a
place, I shall return to take you with me; so that
where I am you may be too. You know the way to
the place where I am going.’

Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you
are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus
said:

‘l am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can
come to the Father except through me. If you
know me, you know my Father too. From this mo-
ment you know him and have seen him.’

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then
we shall be satisfied.” ‘Have [ been with you all
this time, Philip,” said Jesus to him ‘and you still
do not know me?

‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, so
how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? Do you
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father
is in me? The words [ say to you I do not speak as
from myself: it is the Father, living in me, who is
doing this work. You must believe me when I say
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me;
believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no
other reason.

‘I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in me
will perform the same works as [ do myself, he
will perform even greater works, because [ am
going to the Father.

The Gospel of the Lord. R/Praise to you, Lord
Jesus Christ.




