
Dear friends, 
 
This Sunday, we celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord. This feast finds its origin in the 
Gospel accounts of a most unusual occurrence. While taking Peter, James and John with him to pray, 
suddenly Jesus is changed, transformed, transfigured before their eyes. His clothes become as white as the 
light, and he is seen talking to Moses and Elijah. And the voice of God is heard: This is my Son, the 
Beloved…He enjoys my favour...Listen to Him. 
 
Some scholars have understood these Gospel passages as in fact resurrection appearances of Jesus placed 
before the passion of Jesus. Perhaps to give the apostles some fresh courage in the face of coming 
persecution and trial. I am not sure that it really matters. 
 
In the Transfiguration, we see the glory of God revealed in Christ, the Chosen One, the Son of God. And that 
he is seen talking to Moses and Elijah means that this Christ, this one who is transfigured into his heavenly 
glory, is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. 
 
But as so often is the case, this feast is not something static, not something at which we are simply 
spectators. We see the glory of God in the Transfiguration because we too, are invited to share God’s glory. 
We are invited to share in the glory of God in the Transfiguration. Because the one who is transfigured is 
the one who is truly God and truly human. And so the story of Jesus becomes our story, too. Just as Jesus is 
transfigured, so too, this is our destiny. To share in the glory of God. To hear the voice of God: You are my 
sons and daughters, my beloved ones, who enjoy my favour! 

 
  With every peace,  
    Fr Tony. 

Worship Timetable—Moonee Ponds 
 

Sunday:  8.30 am (Italian & English); 10.30 am; 5.30 pm  
Tuesday - Friday:  9.15 am 
Saturday:  8.00 am  
 8.30 am—Reconciliation 

 

Worship Timetable—Strathmore 
Saturday Vigil: 6.00 pm 
Sunday: 9.30 am 
Tuesday - Friday:  10.00 am 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Tuesday 
 

to 
 

Friday  
 

9.00 am - 3.30 pm 
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MINISTERS ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY  13th August 2023 — Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 
 
 Mass Time Reader Extraordinary Minister 

8.30 am                   L Bani RSC M Giardina B Odachowski R Gonsalves 

10.30 am            D Connors L Connors C Shiu A Briggs 

5.30 pm T Vu B Cancy J Beckley 

CHURCH VACCUMING 

TEAM 4 -  Thursday 10th August at 9.45am 

CHURCH LINEN 

August—Maria Giardina 

Please remember in your prayers... 
 

Recently Deceased 

Rev Stephen Dubovksy SDB  

Rev Desmond Panton PE 
 

Anniversaries 

Ted Dumaresq Caterina Pezzimenti 
 

The Sick & Seriously Ill 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our 
Parish who are sick and suffering serious illness, 
together with their families and loved ones who care 
for them.  
 
Masses this Week 
Tuesday 9.15am @ Moonee Ponds  
Wednesday 10.00am @ Strathmore 
Thursday 9.15am @ Moonee Ponds 
Friday  10.00am @ Strathmore 
Saturday 8.00am @ Moonee Ponds  
 
Parish Contact List  
If you have not already done so, please make sure 
you subscribe to the new Parish Contact List —
simply send an email to MooneePonds@cam.org.au 
with the subject line Parish Contact List  
 
Natural Family Planning ● This year, 2023, marks 
the 70th anniversary of the commencement of Dr 
John Billings’ research in finding a natural, reliable 
method of Fertility Awareness for couples. During 
Natural Fertility Awareness Week, in August, a 
special, free webinar in recognition of Dr John 
Billings’ work, entitled “Understanding Couple 
Fertility: the Male Perspective” will be held on 
Monday 21st August 2023 at 7.30pm AEST. As well as 
highlighting the male perspective in using the 
Billings Ovulation Method®, couples will reflect on 
how it has helped them in understanding their joint 
fertility, as well as benefiting their relationships and 
family life. Please follow the link to register for the 
Webinar on Eventbrite: https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/understanding-couple-
fertility-the-male-perspective-webinar-tickets-
678382479257?aff=oddtdtcreator 

Date Claimer: Our Parish: Past-Present-Future 
Over coming months, our Parish will hold a series of 

fora to reflect on our past, celebrate our present and 
discern our future directions. In the Symons Centre, 

beginning at 7.30pm 
 

Present:  
Date for daytime ‘Present’ session to be advised soon 

 

Future: 4th October 
 

Expressions of Interest ● Parish Safeguarding 
Team We are currently seeking expressions of 
interest from parishioners who would be prepared 
and interested in joining our Safeguarding Team. 
This team would meet regularly to promote and 
coordinate our efforts in relation to the safeguarding 
of children and vulnerable adults. If you would be 
interested, please contact Fr Tony by phone: 9370 
5035 or email: Anthony.Doran@cam.org.au 
 
St Vincent De Paul Society – Assist A Student ● 
The Annual Appeal to assist students in third world 
countries in here again! $100 assists a student to 
cover educational costs for one year. This is a 
wonderful way to give a Christmas gift to somebody 
you do not know. Your donation can be left in the 
piety stall or place it in a collection basket in an 
envelope marked ASSIST A STUDENT. If you have 
any enquiries, please see one of the member of SVdP 
Moonee Ponds Conference. 
 

A MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER Weekend is for YOU…“Live 
Your Best Married Life in Love” Every relationship is a 
journey and the grind of everyday life can easily cause 
you to lose touch with your spouse. This weekend gives 
married couples time to nurture your relationship and 
some tools to keep passion alive in a gentle, supportive 
environment, away from pressures and distractions of 
daily living. Every married couple deserves a Marriage 
Encounter weekend!! The weekend is based around 
Catholic values and couples of all faiths are welcome. 
Please check our website for more details Date: 3-5 
November 2023 in Melbourne BOOK NOW Information/
Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au    Website: wwme.or
g.au 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/understanding-couple-fertility-the-male-perspective-webinar-tickets-678382479257?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/understanding-couple-fertility-the-male-perspective-webinar-tickets-678382479257?aff=oddtdtcreator
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https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/understanding-couple-fertility-the-male-perspective-webinar-tickets-678382479257?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Australian Catholic Bishops Conference—
Voice to Parliament  
As a vote on an Indigenous Voice to Parliament 
nears, Australia’s bishops have encouraged 
Catholics to read and discuss the Uluru Statement 
from the Heart—the document from which the 
Voice proposal emerged. 
 

During their recent plenary meeting in Sydney, the bishops 
considered how they might assist Catholics in preparing for the 
referendum to enshrine the Voice to Parliament in the 
Constitution, with a vote due in the second half of 2023. 
 
The bishops argued that the fact First Nations Peoples have 
lived in Australia for many thousands of years but their 
custodianship of the land isn’t mentioned in the Constitution: 
“It is an omission which needs to be rectified…a Voice to 
Parliament isn’t the only way to achieve that outcome, but it is 
the way requested by those who gathered at the historic meeting 
at Uluru…This could be a significant step towards a more just 
and equitable Australia…we want to encourage all Australians to 
educate themselves as well as possible concerning the proposal to 
establish the Voice. 
 
The bishops call for a meaningful debate on the issue, 
acknowledging that ‘people may, in good faith, have differing 
concerns and perspectives…we are an open democracy, and this 
is a moment to use our democratic institutions to produce a high-
quality debate shaped by a genuine concern to do justice and 
bring healing to First Nations Peoples…we ask those drafting the 
changes to the Constitution to work together in a spirit of 
cooperation, so that the proposal presented to the Australian 
people will appeal to a wide range of the population.’ 
 
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference endorsed the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart in 2021, with the Fifth Plenary 
Council of Australia taking the same step last year. The bishops 
have encouraged us to read the document and have discussions 
about our response to its key messages. 
 
ACBC Statement regarding an Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Voice.pdf - Google Drive  
 
View The Statement - Uluru Statement from the Heart  

 

 

 

What do we do to deepen communion? 

What do we do encourage participation? 

What do we do to promote mission? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are You Retired or Seeking A Deeply Rewarding 
Ministry to Others?  We invite you to join Heart of 
Life's Taster Session 2 on Saturday 5 August 
2023, 9.30-11am, via Zoom, where we’ll share with 
you information on our formation programs to 
become a spiritual director, pastoral supervisor, 
spiritual leader and contemplative listener to others. 
Our programs develop a compassionate, listening 
heart.  The session will include a facilitated 
reflection session led by formation team members at 
Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral 
Formation.  Bookings via https://
www.heartoflife.melbourne/events/taster-
session/? or email info@heartoflife.melbourne  for 
more details. 
 
Stewardship Corner 

“…then from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen 
to him.’”  

Matthew 17:5 
 

When Peter, James and John heard this they 

immediately fell prostrate to the ground and they 

“were very much afraid.”  We, too, may respond the 

same way when we hear God’s voice.  How many 

times do you become fearful when invited to 

participate more fully in the life of the Church?  Or, 

when someone says something negative about the 

Church, are you afraid to respond?  Remember, we 

too, are beloved sons and daughters of God; Jesus is 

there to help us, but we need to listen. 

Special Collections 2023 

12th February Pastoral Care Appeal 

Lent Project Compassion 

7th April Good Friday – Holy Places 

4th June Propagation of the Faith 

11th June SVdP Winter Appeal 

25th June Annual Collection for the Holy Father 

13th August CatholicCare 

3rd September Priests’ Retirement Foundation 

22nd October World Mission Sunday 

12th November Catholic Deaf 

10th December Melbourne Overseas Mission 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nQK0aXccpDgYSKyCgdGnvXcYPzrDDLYm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nQK0aXccpDgYSKyCgdGnvXcYPzrDDLYm/view
https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement/view-the-statement/
https://www.heartoflife.melbourne/events/taster-session/
https://www.heartoflife.melbourne/events/taster-session/
https://www.heartoflife.melbourne/events/taster-session/
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First Reading: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
A reading from the book of Daniel 
 
His raiment was as white as snow. 
 

As I watched: 
 

Thrones were set in place 
and one of great age took his seat. 
His robe was white as snow, 
the hair of his head as pure as wool. 
His throne was a blaze of flames, 
its wheels were a burning fire. 
A stream of fire poured out, 
issuing from his presence. 
A thousand thousand waited on him, 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
him. 
A court was held and the books were opened. 
I gazed into the visions of the night. 
And I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven, 
one like a son of man. 
He came to the one of great age 
and was led into his presence. 
On him was conferred sovereignty, 
glory and kingship, 
and men of all peoples, nations and languages 
became his servants. 
His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty 
which shall never pass away, 
nor will his empire ever be destroyed. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 96:1-2, 5-6, 9 
R. The Lord is king, the most high over all the earth. 
 
The Lord is king, let earth rejoice, 
let all the coastlands be glad. 
Cloud and darkness are his raiment; 
his throne, justice and right. R. 
 
The mountains melt like wax 
before the Lord of all the earth. 
The skies proclaim his justice; 
all peoples see he glory. R. 
 
For you indeed are the Lord 
most high above all the earth 
exalted far above all spirits. R. 
 
 
Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-19 
A reading from the second letter of St Peter 
 
We heard this voice from out of heaven. 
 

It was not any cleverly invented myths that we were 
repeating when we brought you the knowledge of the 
power and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; we had 

seen his majesty for ourselves. He was honoured and 
glorified by God the Father, when the Sublime Glory itself 
spoke to him and said, 'This is my Son, the Beloved; he 
enjoys my favour.' We heard this ourselves, spoken from 
heaven, when we were with him on the holy mountain. 
 
So we have confirmation of what was said in prophecies; 
and you will be right to depend on prophecy and take it 
as a lamp for lighting a way through the dark until the 
dawn comes and the morning star rises in your minds. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Matthew 17:5 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
This is my Son, my beloved,  
      in whom is all my delight: 
listen to him. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 
His face was shining like the sun. 
 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother 
John and led them up a high mountain where they could 
be alone. There in their presence he was transfigured: his 
face shone like the sun and his clothes became as white 
as the light. Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared to 
them; they were talking with him. Then Peter spoke to 
Jesus. 'Lord,' he said 'it is wonderful for us to be here; if 
you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.' He was still speaking when 
suddenly a bright cloud covered them with shadow, and 
from the cloud there came a voice which said, 'This is my 
Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favour. Listen to him.' 
When they heard this, the disciples fell on their faces, 
overcome with fear. But Jesus came up and touched 
them. 'Stand up,' he said 'do not be afraid.' And when 
they raised their eyes they saw no one but only Jesus. 
As they came down from the mountain Jesus gave them 
this order, 'Tell no one about the vision until the Son of 
Man has risen from the dead.' 
 
 
 
Acknowledgements • Scripture Texts: The Scripture texts are from 
The Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday and Company Inc. Psalm texts from Psalms: A New 
Translation, published by HarperCollinsReligious by permission of 
A.P. Watt Ltd on behalf of The Grail, England. Psalm Responses from 
The Lectionary for Mass © 1981, William Collins Sons and Cassell 
Limited.  

Readings at Mass  
The Transfiguration of the Lord —6th August 2023

SUNDAY LITURGY @ HOME (click below) 

Adults: Sunday Readings - Sunday Readings Year A 

(weebly.com)    Children: August 6 - The Transfiguration of the 

Lord (yearaprayingwithchildren.org)  

https://sundayreadingsathomeyeara.weebly.com/h3m4mhs.html
https://sundayreadingsathomeyeara.weebly.com/h3m4mhs.html
https://www.yearaprayingwithchildren.org/0tob3aw.html
https://www.yearaprayingwithchildren.org/0tob3aw.html

