
 

The Second Sunday of Lent 
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Ronita is 22. She lives with her husband and two children in a barangay (local district) in Quezon City, which is 
situated in Metro Manila in the Philippines.   
 
Ronita left school when she became pregnant as a teenager. This could have had a life-long impact on her ability to 
find work and provide for her family but, thankfully, she heard about the Alternative Learning System (ALS) program 
run by the Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ), Caritas Australia’s local partners in the Philippines.  
 
Through the FCJ, Ronita was able to re-enrol in her studies and continue learning in a safe and flexible environment – 
even with the arrival of her second child. 
 
After completing her ALS classes, Ronita went on to earn her Grade 12 Senior High School Diploma. With her new 

diploma, Ronita has now secured a job at a call centre and is looking to a brighter future for 
her whole family.   
 
“I have now graduated senior school and I am so proud of 
myself,” she said. “I feel hopeful for the future… Now it’s not 
impossible for me to achieve my dream… Thank you.”    
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 
 

You can donate through Project Compassion 
donation boxes and envelopes available from your 

parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion 
or by calling 1800 024 413. 

 

Worship Timetable—Moonee Ponds 
 

Sunday:  8.30 am (Italian & English); 10.30 am; 5.30 pm  
Tuesday - Friday:  9.15 am 
Saturday:  8.00 am  
 8.30 am—Reconciliation 

 

Worship Timetable—Strathmore 
Saturday Vigil: 6.00 pm 
Sunday: 9.30 am 
Tuesday - Friday:  10.00 am 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Tuesday 
 

to 
 

Friday  
 

9.00 am - 3.30 pm 
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ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY  3rd March 2024 — The Third Sunday of Lent, Year B 
 
 Mass Time Reader Extraordinary Minister 

8.30 am                   A Savino M Galioto B Healey S Letcher 

10.30 am            J Martin K Martin J Morello J Trethowan 

5.30 pm E McMahon R McMahon R Young 

CHURCH VACCUMING 

TEAM 5 - Thursday 29th Feb at 9.45am 

CHURCH LINEN 

March—V Pizzichetta 

Please remember in your prayers... 
 

Recently Deceased 
  

Anniversaries 
 

Maria Catalano Gesualdo Farfalla 

Giuseppina Di Resta Angelo Anania 

Vincenzo Ialuna Milena Vivoda 

 

The Sick & Seriously Ill 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our 
Parish who are sick and suffering serious illness, 
together with their families and loved ones who care 
for them.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pietà—Lenten Program 2024 There are a few 
copies of Pieta , the Diocese of Wollongong 
Lenten Program still now available from the Piety 

Stall for $5.00 each. They contain a reflection for 
each day of Lent; and for Sundays, a prayer outline 

and reflection on the Sunday Gospel. They are ideal 
for both individual and group reflection - why not 

gather together a group of friends each week to pray 
and reflect on the Sunday Gospel readings for Lent? 

For each Sunday, there’s also a reflection on a piece 

of art depicting the theme of that Sunday’s Gospel 
Reading.  

On Fridays of Lent, 
the law of penance 
is fulfilled by 
performing any one 
of the following: 
Prayer, Self-Denial, 
Helping Others 
 
 

Way of the Cross—Fridays 
3.00pm Moonee Ponds—Italian 
7.00pm Moonee Ponds—English 
7.00pm Strathmore—English 
 
Date Claimer: Ashes to Easter: A Sequence of Songs 
and Stories weaving songs and stories and 
reflections on Lenten themes and looking ahead to 
Holy Week and Easter by Peter Kearney, composer 
of well-known hymns such as Fill My House and The 
Beatitudes ● Thursday 29th February 2024 @ 
7.00pm at St Vincent’s Church, Strathmore. 
Mainly for adults though upper-primary and older 
students could also enjoy.  
 
Thank You & Farewell ● After thirty-five years 
involvement in the Music Ministry here at St 
Monica’s, Jeff Mifsud has announced his retirement. 
We give thanks for those years of helping us to pray 
through music at our Sunday liturgies. To say thank-
you & farewell, there will be a special Mass on 
Sunday 17th March at 10.30am followed by 
morning tea in the Symons Centre. 
 
First Sunday of the Month—Cuppa ● Next Sunday, 
being the First Sunday of the month, there will be 
cuppa after both 8.30am & 10.30am Mass. All are 
welcome to come and spend some time with your 
fellow parishioners. 
 
Unauthorised Material Left in Church ● In recent 
weeks, lots of unauthorized books, pamphlets and 
flyers have been left in church. Please speak to one of 
the priests if you wish to leave information for 
parishioners. Any other material will be removed.   



Child Safety Update ● There is an old African 
proverb which states it takes a village to raise a 
child. In much the same way, it takes a whole parish 
to care for and be responsible for the safety of our 
children and vulnerable adults.  
 

Working with Children Checks—A reminder that 
all parish volunteers need to have a valid WWCC 
with the Parish listed as one of the places where you 
undertake child related work. That means all 
 

Readers 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
Ministers of Communion to the Sick 

Musicians & Choir Members 
Church Cleaners 

 

need to have a WWCC—if you are unsure, please 
contact the Parish Office or speak to one of the 
priests. Registered teachers are exempt from 
requiring a WWCC but are required to notify WWCC 
if they engage in child-related work other than their 
teaching—Click here to notify WWCC Teacher 
notification 
  
Child Safeguarding Training—All volunteers need 
to undertake safeguarding training. You may 
undertake this training online  Online Safeguarding 
Training The parish will also be running some 
inperson sessions in the near future—please keep an 
eye on this Bulletin for details. 
 

Code of Conduct Declaration—Thanks to all those 
who have completed their Code of Conduct 
Declaration. Again, this is a requirement of all 
volunteers. We will be following up with those yet to 
complete their declaration.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A communion that radiates 
How can we be more fully a sign and instrument of union 

with God and of the unity of all humanity? 
 

Participation, governance and authority 
What processes, structures and institutions in a missionary 

synodal Church? 
 

Co-responsibility in mission 
How can we better share gifts and tasks in the service of the 

Gospel? 

Volunteers Needed—Church Linen ● We are in 
desperate need of volunteers who can assist with 
washing the church linen used at Mass—purificators 
and finger towels. If you are able to volunteer, please 
contact the Parish Office.  
 
Volunteers Needed—Church Cleaners ● Have you 
ever wondered who cleans our church? Each week—
usually on Thursday morning after Mass, but we also 
have one Friday afternoon group—we have 
volunteers vacuum our church to keep it clean and 
tidy and ready for the weekend. We would  gladly 
welcome more volunteers to our roster. If you are 
able to volunteer, please contact the Parish Office.  
 

Stewardship Corner 
‘Here I am!’ he answered. 

Genesis 22:11 

 
It is easy to say, “Here I am, Lord,” when we are 
kneeling in church.  But how easy is it to say “Here I 
am, Lord,” when a neighbor needs our help, or when 
we are invited to join a parish ministry, or when we 
are asked to provide financial support?  Often times 
we are called when it’s not convenient for us.  
Discipleship is not easy, most of the time it will make 
us uncomfortable and vulnerable. 

Special Collections 2024 

Lent Project Compassion 

29th March Good Friday – Holy Places 

5th May CatholicCare 

TBA Propagation of the Faith 

2nd June SVdP Winter Appeal 

30th June Annual Collection for the Holy Father 

18th August The Archbishop’s Campaign 

20th October World Mission Sunday 

10th November Pastoral Care Appeal—Prison Ministry 

https://service.vic.gov.au/services/teachers-notifications/
https://service.vic.gov.au/services/teachers-notifications/
https://safeguarding.melbournecatholic.org/s/login/?ec=302&startURL=%2Fs%2F
https://safeguarding.melbournecatholic.org/s/login/?ec=302&startURL=%2Fs%2F


First Reading: Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18 
A reading from the book of Genesis 
 
The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith. 
 

God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he 
called. ‘Here I am’ he replied. ‘Take your son,’ God said 
‘your only child Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 
of Moriah. There you shall offer him as a burnt offering, 
on a mountain I will point out to you.’ 
 
When they arrived at the place God had pointed out to 
him, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the 
wood. Then he stretched out his hand and seized the 
knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to 
him from heaven, ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘I am 
here’ he replied. ‘Do not raise your hand against the boy’ 
the angel said. ‘Do not harm him, for now I know you fear 
God. You have not refused me your son, your only son.’ 
Then looking up, Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns 
in a bush. Abraham took the ram and offered it as a burnt
-offering in place of his son. 
 
The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from 
heaven. ‘I swear by my own self - it is the Lord who 
speaks - because you have done this, because you have 
not refused me your son, your only son, I will shower 
blessings on you, I will make your descendants as many 
as the stars of heaven and the grains of sand on the 
seashore. Your descendants shall gain possession of the 
gates of their enemies. All the nations of the earth shall 
bless themselves by your descendants, as a reward for 
your obedience.’ 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 115:10, 15-19 
R. I will walk in the presence of the Lord, 
in the land of the living. 
 
I trusted, even when I said: 
‘I am sorely afflicted.’ 
O precious in the eyes of the Lord 
is the death of his faithful. R. 
 
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; 
you have loosened my bonds. 
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: 
I will call on the Lord’s name. R. 
 
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 
before all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
in your midst, O Jerusalem. R. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 8:31-34 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
 
God did not spare his own Son. 
 

With God on our side who can be against us? Since God 
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up to benefit us 
all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that he will not 
refuse anything he can give. Could anyone accuse those 
that God has chosen? When God acquits, could anyone 
condemn? Could Christ Jesus? No! He not only died for us 
- he rose from the dead, and there at God’s right hand he 
stands and pleads for us. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation: cf Matthew 17:5 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice is heard: 
this is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 
Gospel: Mark 9:2-10 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
 
This is my Son, the beloved; listen to him. 
 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led 
them up a high mountain where they could be alone by 
themselves. There in their presence he was transfigured: 
his clothes became dazzlingly white, whiter than any 
earthly bleacher could make them. Elijah appeared to 
them with Moses; and they were talking with Jesus. Then 
Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for 
us to be here; so let us make three tents, one for you, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to 
say; they were so frightened. And a cloud came, covering 
them in shadow; and there came a voice from the cloud, 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ Then 
suddenly, when they looked round, they saw no one with 
them any more but only Jesus. 
 
As they came down the mountain he warned them to tell 
no one what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead. They observed the warning 
faithfully, though among themselves they discussed what 
‘rising from the dead’ could mean. 
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Readings at Mass  
The Second Sunday of Lent, Year B — 25th February 2024

SUNDAY LITURGY @ HOME (click below) 

Adults: Sunday Readings - Sunday Readings Year B 

(weebly.com)    Children: February 25 - Sunday 2 LENT - 

PRAYING WITH CHILDREN YEAR B 2023-2024 

(yearbprayingwithchildren.org)   

https://sundayreadingsathomeyearb.weebly.com/iw0w4lk50.html
https://sundayreadingsathomeyearb.weebly.com/iw0w4lk50.html
https://www.yearbprayingwithchildren.org/o0pim4m1.html
https://www.yearbprayingwithchildren.org/o0pim4m1.html
https://www.yearbprayingwithchildren.org/o0pim4m1.html

