
Sunday Worship Timetable 
SVdP:  Reconciliation     @ 5:30 pm & followed by 
             Saturday Vigil @ 6:00 pm 
             Sunday                  @            9:30 am 
SM:     Saturday Vigil     @            6:00 pm 
            Sunday  @ 8:30 am (Italian & English) 
             Sunday  @ 10:30 am   
             Sunday  @ 5:30 pm 

Weekday Worship Timetable 
SVdP: Wednesday                       @ 9:15 am 

              Friday      @ 10:00 am 
SM:     Tuesday & Thursday    @ 9:15 am 
             Wed & Fri (Communion Service)  @ 9:15 am 
              Saturday      @ 8:00 am 
           followed by Reconciliation:                @ 8:30 am 
  

The Fifth Sunday In 
Lent, Year A 

21st /22nd March, 2026.    
You’re welcome to take this Newsletter with you. 

Parishes of St Monica & St Vincent de Paul 
Moonee Ponds & Strathmore 

 

MP Church:    820 Mount Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds 3039 
SVdP Church:   Cnr The Crossway & Woodland Street, Strathmore 3041 
Parish Office & Presbytery (All Correspondence): 22 Robinson Street, Moonee Ponds 3039 
Phone: (03) 9370 5035 Email: mooneeponds@cam.org.au  or  strathmore@cam.org.au   
Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr Nha n Le (mooneeponds@cam.org.au) 
Parish Office Manager: Mrs. Sonia Cavallaro (mooneeponds@cam.org.au) 
Parish Finance Officer: Mrs. Vanessa De Pietro (mooneeponds@cam.org.au)  

Website: stmonicasparish.com.au 
 

St Monica’s Primary School  
20 Robinson St, Moonee Ponds, Vic. 3039 

Principal:  Peter Moore 
Secretaries:  Maria Muller 
                     Vanessa Di Chiera 
                      Sandy Gunasekera   
Phone:               (03) 93751132 
Email:   info@stmonicasmp.catholic.edu.au 
Website:  stmonicasmp.catholic.edu.au                                                

St Vincent de Paul Primary School 
92-114 Woodland St, Strathmore, Vic. 3041 

Principal:  Shane Byrne 
Secretaries:  Maria Kuret 
                     Patricia Hengel 
Phone:  (03) 93795723 
Email:   principal@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au 
Website:  svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au 
 

Please remember in your Prayers 
Recently Deceased: Feliciana Lizio, Lina Trovatello, Vincenzo Monitto, Luigi Nastri, Maria Bruno,  
Rosina Banno                                     
Anniversaries: Pasquale Accaia, Cedric Besterwitch 
 
The Sick & Seriously Ill: Please remember in your prayers all those in our Parish who are sick and suf-
fering serious illness, together with their families and loved ones who care for them. 
 
Names for the Parish Weekly Update: If you would like your loved one who has died recently or whose anniver-
sary is occurring to be remembered at Mass and in the Parish Weekly Update, please make sure you have their 
names into the Parish Office by Wednesday at 3.00pm. 
 

We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, as the traditional caretakers of the land which is the 
St. Monica’s Catholic Parish. We acknowledge the Elders, past & present. May we, too, be good stewards of this land. 

https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/
mailto:mooneeponds@cam.org.au
http://www.stmonicasparish.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/SVdP3041/


 

 Easter Reconciliation 
Service 

Parishioners are warmly invited to 
prepare for Easter through the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

On Wednesday, 25th March 2026  
beginning at 7:00pm at St Monica’s 
Catholic Church, Moonee Ponds. 

All are welcome. 

We warmly welcome Deacon Antonius Kristanto  
Papalesa, SVD to our Parish Communities at the 
end of March. We look forward to his presence 
among us and to the gifts and experience he will 

bring to our parish life and ministry.  
Please keep Deacon Antonius in your prayers as 
he prepares to join us, and may his time at both 

parishes be a blessing to us all. 

Parish Stewardship Program  
The Parish Stewardship Program will not be displayed at this time due to 
recent staff changes. The Stewardship Program will be reviewed and up-
dated shortly. Thank you for your understanding and continued support.  

Way of the Cross - Fridays 
9:45am at 

St Monica’s Church,  
Moonee Ponds 

 
7:00pm at 

 St Vincent de Paul Church, 
Strathmore 

Celebration of Baptism this Weekend 
 

Thomas James Baines son of 
Matthew & Belinda 

 
                    Sebastian Octavius Rodino son of 

                    Daniel and Simonetta 
          
 

RCIA 
 

Parishioners who have expressed 
an interest in taking part in the 
RCIA Program are invited to the 

program.  
Commencing on Tuesday, 24 

March at 7:30pm in the  
Symons Centre. 

Where does the word “Synod”  
come from? 

 

The word Synod comes from the Greek 
syn-hodos, meaning “walking together 
on the road.” This reminds us that the 
Christian life is never meant to be lived 
alone. Faith is a shared journey, where 
we support one another, listen to one 
another, and discern together how 

best to follow Christ. 

Driveway Repair– Attention Needed 
 

The St Vincent de Paul Catholic Church,  
Strathmore driveway,  

located between at the back of the Church and 
the Presbytery, is in need of urgent repairs due 
to safety concerns for all who use this area. 

 
We have obtained a quote for the necessary 

works, and the cost is significant.  
If any Parishioners are able to contribute  

toward these repairs, your support would be 
greatly appreciated. 

 
Donations can be made through the parish  

office. 
 

Thank you for your generosity and care for our 
parish community. 



ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY   28th/29th March 2026, Year A 

St Vincent de Paul Primary School, Strathmore - Prep & Year 6 Family Barbecue, 
 Tuesday 17th March 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

St Patrick’s Day  
Pizza Night 

Mass Times Readers Extraordinary Ministers 

6:00 pm SM M Murphy  L Besterwitch M Sexton RSM 

6:00 pm SVdP L Capparelli J Mammone 

8:30 am A Savino A Catalfamo B Healey M Ballato 

9:30 am C Morris M Gauci 

10:30 am School L Nardo School C Shiu 

5:30 pm B Smolenaars L Smolenaars M Passuello C Taylor 

CHURCH VACUUMING 
SM: Team 4 

Thursday 26th  
March @ 9:45am 
SVdP: Group B 
Friday 27th 

March @ 8:30am 

CHURCH LINEN 
SM March   

Vincenza Pizzichetta 
SVdP  21st/22nd March 

Anne Sullivan 



Liturgical Readings for The Fifth  
Sunday In Lent, Year A 

 
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel     37:12-14 
             
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live.  

                 
The Lord says this: I am going to open your graves; I 
mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and 
lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise 
you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my 
spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you 
on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, 
have said and done this – it is the Lord who speaks.  
The word of the Lord, R/Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm               Ps 129 
 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of  
redemption. 
 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 
Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ear be attentive 
to the voice of my pleading. R.  
 
If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 
Lord, who would survive? 
But with you is found forgiveness: 
for this we revere you. R.  
 
My soul is waiting for the Lord, 
I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 
more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak 
and Israel on the Lord.) R.  
 
Because with the Lord there is mercy 
and fullness of redemption, 
Israel indeed he will redeem 
from all its iniquity. R.   
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the  
Romans                                          8:8-11 
If the Spirit of him raised Jesus from the dead is living in 
you, then he will give life to your own mortal bodies.  

 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things 
can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, howev-
er, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since 
the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, 
unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would 
not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it 
is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spir-
it is life itself because you have been justified; and if 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead 
will give life to your own mortal bodies through his 
Spirit living in you.  
The Word of the Lord, R/Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation:                       John 11:25,26  
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;  
whoever believes in me will not die for ever.  
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
John                                             11:1-45 
I am the resurrection and the life.  

 

The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the 
man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Je-
sus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but 
in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will 
be glorified. 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet 
when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed 
where he was for two more days before saying to 
the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ 
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in 
the tomb for four days already. 
When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went 
to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. 
Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my 
brother would not have died, but I know that, 
even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant 
you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise 
again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at 
the resurrection on the last day. ’ Jesus said: 
‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone be-
lieves in me, even though he dies he will live, and 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ 
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come 
into this world.’ 
Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came 
straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put 
him?’ They said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But 
there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes 
of the blind man, could he not have prevented this 
man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it 
was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus 
said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, 
by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus re-
plied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will 
see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. 
Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 
‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 
I knew indeed that you always hear me. 
But I speak for the sake of all these who stand 
round me, 
so that they may believe it was you who sent me. ’ 
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came 
out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff 
and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many of the Jews 
who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he 
did believed in him. 
The Gospel of the Lord, R/Praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


