
Sunday Worship Timetable 
SVdP:  Reconciliation     @ 5:30 pm & followed by 
             Saturday Vigil @ 6:00 pm 
             Sunday                  @            9:30 am 
SM:     Saturday Vigil     @            6:00 pm 
            Sunday  @ 8:30 am (Italian & English) 
             Sunday  @ 10:30 am   
             Sunday  @ 5:30 pm 

Weekday Worship Timetable 
SVdP: Thursday                       @ 9:15 am 

              Friday      @ 10:00 am 
SM:     Tuesday & Wednesday    @ 9:15 am 
             Thur & Fri (Communion Service)  @ 9:15 am 
              Saturday      @ 8:00 am 
           followed by Reconciliation:                @ 8:30 am 
  

The Third Sunday In 
Lent, Year A 

7th /8th March, 2026.    
You’re welcome to take this Newsletter with you. 

Parishes of St Monica & St Vincent de Paul 
Moonee Ponds & Strathmore 

 

MP Church:    820 Mount Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds 3039 
SVdP Church:   Cnr The Crossway & Woodland Street, Strathmore 3041 
Parish Office & Presbytery (All Correspondence): 22 Robinson Street, Moonee Ponds 3039 
Phone: (03) 9370 5035 Email: mooneeponds@cam.org.au  or  strathmore@cam.org.au   
Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr Nha n Le (mooneeponds@cam.org.au) 
Parish Office Manager: Mrs. Sonia Cavallaro (mooneeponds@cam.org.au) 
Parish Finance Officer: Mrs. Vanessa De Pietro (mooneeponds@cam.org.au)  

Website: stmonicasparish.com.au 
 

St Monica’s Primary School  
20 Robinson St, Moonee Ponds, Vic. 3039 

Principal:  Peter Moore 
Secretaries:  Maria Muller 
                     Vanessa Di Chiera 
                      Sandy Gunasekera   
Phone:               (03) 93751132 
Email:   info@stmonicasmp.catholic.edu.au 
Website:  stmonicasmp.catholic.edu.au                                                

St Vincent de Paul Primary School 
92-114 Woodland St, Strathmore, Vic. 3041 

Principal:  Shane Byrne 
Secretaries:  Maria Kuret 
                     Patricia Hengel 
Phone:  (03) 93795723 
Email:   principal@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au 
Website:  svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au 
 

Please remember in your Prayers 
Recently Deceased: Luigi Nastri, Maria Bruno, Rosina Banno, Margaret Tighe, Giuseppe Lucia, Salvatore 
(Sam) Signorino. 
                                     
Anniversaries: Nazzareno Camela, Oliver Kelly, Antonia Esposito. 
 
The Sick & Seriously Ill: Please remember in your prayers all those in our Parish who are sick and suf-
fering serious illness, together with their families and loved ones who care for them. 
 
Names for the Parish Weekly Update: If you would like your loved one who has died recently or whose anniver-
sary is occurring to be remembered at Mass and in the Parish Weekly Update, please make sure you have their 
names into the Parish Office by Wednesday at 3.00pm. 

We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, as the traditional caretakers of the land which is the 
St. Monica’s Catholic Parish. We acknowledge the Elders, past & present. May we, too, be good stewards of this land. 

https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/
mailto:mooneeponds@cam.org.au
http://www.stmonicasparish.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/SVdP3041/


 
We warmly welcome Deacon Antonius Kristanto  
Papalesa, SVD to our Parish Communities at the 
end of March. We look forward to his presence 
among us and to the gifts and experience he will 

bring to our parish life and ministry.  
Please keep Deacon Antonius in your prayers as 
he prepares to join us, and may his time at both 

parishes be a blessing to us all. 

Next Project Circle: Tuesday 9th March 
Project Circle is a group, a time and a place where you 
can work on your ongoing project or start something 

new!  
When: Every second Tuesday of every month.  

Place: St Vincent de Paul Parish Centre behind St Vincent 
de Paul Church, Strathmore. Enter from The Crossway. 
Time: 7:00pm to 9:30pm. Cost: Gold Coin donation to 

cover tea/coffee/use of the room. Who: Anyone wanting 
to get creative and share experience.  

More Info: Contact Rosa 0412 445 239. 

Parish Stewardship Program  
The Parish Stewardship Program will not be displayed at this time due to 
recent staff changes. The Stewardship Program will be reviewed and up-
dated shortly. Thank you for your understanding and continued support.  

Way of the Cross - Fridays 
9:45am at 

 St Monica’s Church, Moonee Ponds 
 

7:00pm at 
 St Vincent de Paul Church, Strathmore 

Celebration of Baptism this Weekend 
Eleanor Florence Margaret Lawler daughter of 

Sean & Rachel 
Oliver Francesco Chisari son of  

           Jacob & Jessica 
         Lily Charlotte & Sophie Florence 

daughters of  
Daniel & Sarah 

 
 

RCIA 
 

Parishioners who have expressed 
an interest in taking part in the 
RCIA Program are invited to the 

program.  
Commencing on Tuesday, 24 March 

at 7:30pm in the  
Symons Centre. 



ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY   14h/15th March 2026, Year A 

St Vincent de Paul's Parish Picnic on Sunday 1st March 2026  
at St Columba's Garden  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mass Times Readers Extraordinary Ministers 

6:00 pm SM G Mullen Fill-In Please 

6:00 pm SVdP A Mammone J Mammone 

8:30 am S Letcher L Mathew S Maurici K Sherwood 

9:30 am A Weerakkody M Gauci 

10:30 am S O’Dwyer C Shiu M Sexton RSM A De Fazio 

5:30 pm J Fernando D Fernando  J Fernando 

CHURCH VACUUMING 
SM: Team 2 

Thursday 12th  
March @ 9:45am 
SVdP: Group A 
Friday 13th 

March @ 9:00am 

CHURCH LINEN 
SM March   

Vincenza Pizzichetta 
SVdP 7th/8th March 

Shanika Peiris 



Liturgical Readings for The Third  
Sunday In Lent, Year A 

 
A reading from the book of Exodus     17:3-7 
Give us water to drink. 

                 
Tormented by thirst, the people complained against 
Moses. ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt? ’ they said. 
‘Was it so that I should die of thirst, my children too, 
and my cattle?’ Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I 
to deal with this people? ’ he said. ‘A little more and 
they will stone me!’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with 
you some of the elders of Israel and move on to the 
forefront of the people; take in your hand the staff 
with which you struck the river, and go. I shall be 
standing before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You 
must strike the rock, and water will flow from it for 
the people to drink.’ This is what Moses did, in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. The place was named Mas-
sah and Meribah because of the grumbling of the sons 
of Israel and because they put the Lord to the test by 
saying, ‘Is the Lord with us, or not? ’ 
The word of the Lord, R/Thanks be to God.  
 
Responsorial Psalm          Ps 94:1-2, 6-9 

 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. 
Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;  
hail the rock who saves us.  
Let us come before him, giving thanks,  
with songs let us hail the Lord.  R. 
 
Come in; let us bow and bend low;  
let us kneel before the God who made us  
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture,  
the flock that is led by his hand.  R. 
 
O that today you would listen to his voice!  
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,  
as on that day at Massah in the desert  
when your fathers put me to the test;  
when they tried me, though they saw my work. ’ R. 
 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to  
Romans                                      5:1-2, 5-8 
The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which has been given us.  

 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged right-
eous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and through 
Jesus that we have entered this state of grace in which we 
can boast about looking forward to God’s glory. This hope 
is not deceptive, because the love of God has been poured 
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given us. 
We were still helpless when at his appointed moment 
Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die even for a 
good man – though of course for someone really worthy, a 
man might be prepared to die – but what proves that God 
loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still sin-
ners.   
The Word of the Lord, R/Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel Acclamation:                                 John 4:42, 15 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!  
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the World;  

give me living water, that I may never thirst again.  
Glory to you, Word of God , Lord Jesus Christ!  

 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  
4:5-42 
The water that I shall give will turn into a spring of eternal 
life. 

 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near 
the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob ’s well 
is there and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight 
down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a 
Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to 
her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His disciples had gone into the 
town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, 
‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for 
a drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not associate with Samari-
tans. Jesus replied:  
‘If you only knew what God is offering and who it is 
that is saying to you:  
Give me a drink, you would have been the one to ask,  
and he would have given you living water. ’ 
 
‘You have no bucket, sir, ’ she answered ‘and the well is 
deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a 
greater man than our father Jacob who gave us this 
well and drank from it himself with his sons and his 
cattle?’ Jesus replied: 
‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again; but 
anyone who drinks the water that I shall give will nev-
er be thirsty again:  
the water that I shall give will turn into a spring inside 
him, welling up to eternal life. ’ 
 
‘Sir,’ said the woman ‘give me some of that water, so 
that I may never get thirsty and never have to come 
here again to draw water. ’  
 
‘I see you are a prophet, sir,’ said the woman. ’Our fathers 
worshipped on this mountain, while you say that Jerusa-
lem is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said: 
 
‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father  neither on this mountain nor in Jerusa-
lem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we do know; for salvation comes from the Jews. 
But the hour will come – in fact it is here already – 
when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth: that is the kind of worshipper the Father wants. 
God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in spir-
it and truth.’ 
 
The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, 
Christ – is coming; and when he comes he will tell us  
everything. ‘I who am speaking to you, ’ said Jesus ‘I am 
he.’ 
 
Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on 
the strength of the woman ’s testimony when she said, 
‘He told me all I have ever done ’, so, when the Samari-
tans came up to him, they begged him to stay with 
them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to 
them many more came to believe; and they said to the 
woman, ‘Now we no longer believe because of what 
you told us; we have heard him ourselves and we 
know that he really is the saviour of the world. ’ 
The Gospel of the Lord, R/Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


