
PLEASE  PRAY FOR:  our elders and the sick 
Marius Fernando; Dantina Frederico;  Stella Mammone; Gino Salvo; Rosa Di Pietro;  Lucia Bordin;                                      
Ursula McWhinney; Justin Diviny; Stephanie Jouhari; Anna & Garry Henneken; Nicholas Gillman;                                 
Jillian Eolzella;   Loretta Bastian; Sally O’Farrell; Peter Ferrigno; Caterina Timpano; Charlie Tiang; Lena Savoia; 
Anne Ryan; Margaret Whelan; Geraldine Macken;  Ferdinando Nicolazzo                      

ANNIVERSARIES 

In Faith, Hope and Love, let us pray for repose of the souls of                                          
Tom & Clarice Fewster; Cordellia D’Cruze; Andrew & John  Bastian;  Paul & 

Jilly Johnson; Bunny, Virgie, Marie & Noel Murray ; Caterina Pezzimenti 

  whose anniversary occurs at this time 

RECENTLY DECEASED 

We remember in prayer,      
 Sr Helen Malone (RSC);          

May she rest in peace. 

We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, as the traditional caretakers of the land which is the 

St. Monica’s Catholic Parish. We acknowledge the Elders, past & present. May we, too, be good stewards of this land. 
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    SUNDAY LITURGY @ Home;                For Adults:           For Families with Young Children: 

DUE TO CURRENT 
RESTRICTIONS              

CHURCH IS  
CURRENTLY 

CLOSED  

HOPING TO OPEN 

UP WHEN             

RESTRICTIONS 

EASE  

Our parish church is closed during this current lockdown.  
You are invited to participate in our online Mass,                  
available from 10.00am Sunday on our website. 

www.stmonicasparish.com.au  

2021 Father’s Day Appeal 
IN THE PAST YEAR, PRIESTS RETIREMENT FOUNDATION HAS SUPPORTED 90 PRIESTS                         

KEEPING THEM COMFORTABLE & HAPPY IN THEIR RETIREMENT 

 Priests generally retire at 75 years (Canon/Church law) 

 96 Melbourne Priests are currently retired 

 6 in their 90’s; 53 in their 80’s; 37 between 75-80 

 Most have served 50 years in parish ministry 

 The Retirement Foundation meets their needs as they do not have 
Superannuation. 

 They are grateful of your support now and in the future 

 40 years ago Archbishop Knox introduced the practice of priests retiring at age 75.Until then priest literally “died with their 
boots on” living in their  presbytery. 

 Priests are not employees of the Archbishop or the Parish so they are not eligible for Superannuation. 

 Priests provide for their retirement by contributing 12.5% of the weekly presbytery collection to the Foundation. 

 The Foundation depends on your support.  
 
Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli says “ It has been a wonderful custom in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to allow the faithful 
of the Archdiocese to show something of their own appreciation through an annual Fathers’ Day Appeal. The appeal goes 
to the care of retired and sick priests by providing suitable accommodation, medical assistance and a comfortable standard 
of living for them. May I commend the Appeal to you.  Please pray for your priests, as they pray for you!                             

Due to the continuing COVID-19 restrictions and  Masses not being able to be said at Parishes, donations to the 
Father’s Day appeal can be made through the Priests Retirement Foundation website via debit, credit card or              
Paypal where the donor’s details are loaded and receipts can be issued. The site is www.cam.org.au/foundation. 

https://sundayreadingsathome.weebly.com/h0c4ik3frlv.html
https://www.prayingwithchildren.org/j3ikn0uc4mmw.html
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/
http://www.cam.org.au/foundation


St. Monica’s is a Child Safe Parish. We hold the care, safety and well-being of children, young  people and 
vulnerable adults as a central and fundamental responsibility of our community. 

   

 

 

Enjoy Catholic Radio Reflections  
Visit Catholic Radio Podcasts                            
Where you can listen anytime 

Fancy a Chat? 
   

Stop for morning tea for half an hour 
Wednesday  

                                                            
8 Sept at 10:30 AM  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83511736649 

 
Meeting ID: 835 1173 6649 

POETRY CORNER 
Send us a short poem to shine a light over 
your fellow parishioners.  It’s a creative 
outlet for you whilst providing inspiration, 
comfort and hope; just like St Monica. 
 
 
Please send to stmonicaspastoralteam@gmail.com.    
Poems will be published in the Poetry Corner of our weekly  
newsletter, Facebook and The Monica (once we get this going 
again). Happy writing everyone. 

Here is one  by Heath Accadia  

May God help us in this season,                                            
because everybody has a reason.   
May you always shine your light 

every day and every night.  

Seamstress Stella’s joy of giving 
For nearly 49 years, Stella Maurici and her husband Sam 
have been active members of St Monica’s Catholic Parish in 
Moonee Ponds, in Melbourne’s inner north. The parish 
holds a special place in their hearts given it is home to three 
generations of the Maurici family, including their four                
children Giro, Ricki, Terese and Lance, and grandchildren.  
Read full story in Melbourne Catholic here 

Sam and Stella Maurici 

“Did not God choose those who are poor in the world 
to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that he 
promised to those who love him?”   JAMES 2:5 

What is more important – being rich in faith or rich in 
possessions?  Society tells us that possessions are most 
important.  God teaches a different lesson.  When we 
are rich in faith, we keep God first and experience true 
joy and peace.  When we put possessions first, we soon 
realize we can never have enough and happiness is 
fleeting.  When we put faith over possessions we truly 
realize it is better to give than receive. 

The Season of Creation 1 Sep to 4 Oct    
 
Pope Francis has made it clear that the 
most pressing task for the world is to               
respond to the threats to the environment. 
In his monthly prayer intention for September 2021 he 
prays that we all will make courageous choices. The  
future of our children and of the world depends on what 
we do today. He does not see the most important             
responses to climate warming to lie in better technology 
but in the decisions that we all make. They reach from 
the small choices we make each day about how to travel 
to work and what we eat and drink to the huge decisions 
that government leaders make after long deliberation 
about how to cut emissions from cars, from farming and 
from power generation. We can save and nurture our 
world if we care about it, want to save it, decide to do 
what we can, and then do it. Good and lasting choices 
express our enthusiasms. The things that we choose are 
close to our heart, occupy our thoughts and dreams, 
and so naturally flow into our plans, our reading, our 
friendships and our hobbies. 
Action Ideas: 
Your challenge maybe just to listen to creation in your 
backyard, your local park. You may be close to a land-
scape scarred after the bushfires or floods, what are the 
cries you can hear? How could you respond? 
Why not take some time each day to read, reflect and 
listen? Or post your ‘Eco-actions’ to the Catholic 
Earthcare Facebook page 
Further suggested reading: Laudato si’ and the 
Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
Further suggestion practices: Sit spot, Walking in             
nature or Befriending a tree. 

 

For Fathers 
 

 
 

Lord, Heavenly Father, 
you entrusted your Son Jesus, 
the child of Mary, 
to the care of Joseph, an earthly father. 
Bless all fathers 
as they care for their families. 
Give them strength and wisdom, 
tenderness and patience; 
support them in the work they have to do, 
protecting those who look to them, 
as we look to you for love and salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our rock and defender. 
 
Amen. 

  

https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/journey-catholic-radio/id970818039
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83511736649
mailto:stmonicaspastoralteam@gmail.com
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/seamstress-stellas-joy-of-giving
https://www.australiancatholics.com.au/uploads/images/parishlifeblog/spring%202021/%23act4ourcommonhome%20Facebook%20Guide%5B2%5D.pdf
https://www.australiancatholics.com.au/uploads/images/parishlifeblog/spring%202021/%23act4ourcommonhome%20Facebook%20Guide%5B2%5D.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://nature-mentor.com/sit-spot/


  

Support My Parish  In these challenging times 

the Catholic Development Fund (CDF) and the                         

Archdiocese of Melbourne have partnered to build an 

online parish payment portal, CDFpay for Parishes. This 

site enables you to make quick and easy online                      

thanksgiving payments – you can set-up a recurring 

payment, if you haven’t done so already, or you 

can choose a one-off offering. The Moonee Ponds site is 

live and found  at                                                                        

https://melbourne.cdfpay.org.au/details/?id=96    

 We thank you in advance for supporting our parish.  

September 

 5th Father ’s Day   

 5-11th National Child Protection 

Week 

 8th The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

  14th Parish Pastoral Council Meeting on 

Zoom 

 21st  Fr. Tony ’s Birthday 

PARISH ZOOM MOBILE 

SCRIPTURES REFLECTION                               

& DISCUSSION                                       

with Fr. Tony 

Friday at 7pm  

Click here for Link  

(Meeting ID: 914 0120 3888 ) 

Passcode: 93705035  

Current Job Vacancies 
 Cook, Bayside Catholic Mission, Brighton 
 Parish Secretary, Catholic Parish of Castlemaine 
 Parish Seniors Advocate, St Xavier’s Parish, Boxhill 
 Finance Officer, Catholic Development Fund              

(CDF) - Part Time .  
Details at 
 https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies   
hradmin@cam.org.au 

Fan the Flame 
Towards Plenary Assembly One October 2021 

 
‘He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’ 

Mark 7:31-37 
The Church hears the cries of the poor and the groans 
of the earth. It seeks to stand in solidarity with the poor 
and the marginalised, and to exercise good stewardship 
of the fragile ecosystems that support life on earth. 
 

A New Earth: The Environmental Challenge.                                                          
Social Justice Statement 2002”,  

 
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ 

Humanitarian crises unfolding in                        
Afghanistan and Lebanon  

 
As the situations in Afghanistan and Lebanon                          
deteriorate, you can help to support families caught up in 
the crises.  
 
In Afghanistan, people have been forced from their homes, 
with half of the population in urgent need of food, water, 
shelter and protection.  
In Lebanon, the country is running out of power, water, 
fuel, medicine and food. Even hospitals are facing             
massive fuel shortages and will soon have to turn off the 
lights.  
 
Please donate to Caritas Australia so that we are able 
to respond to crises like these and others across the 
world.  
Visit caritas.org.au/lebanon or www.caritas.org.au/
afghanistan or call 1800 024 413 toll free to provide much 
needed support.    

Pray the Holy Rosary Together 
             

We will gather together to pray the Holy                 
Rosary on Saturdays via Zoom. All welcome. 

 
Saturday Night, at 7.30pm 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85454357023 
Meeting ID: 854 5435 7023 

An Online Course for spouses in 
troubled marriages 
If your marriage is under stress or you 
feel disconnected from your spouse, 
but don't know how to ease the pain, 
join us for this online course. 

 Identify your conflict triggers. 

 Learn strategies to de-escalate an argument. 

 Restore hope with practical relationship strategies. 
smartloving.org/breakthrough 
50% Sale for Our Lady Undoer of Knots (ends Sept 30)              
Use coupon code: UndoerofKnots 

Safeguarding Children & Young    
People Survey for Parents & Carers  

 
The wellbeing of children and young people in 
our care is our collective priority. The Catholic                         
Archdiocese of Melbourne (CAM) has a mission-driven 
moral and legal responsibility to create a safe, nurtur-
ing environment where children are respected and 
heard. 
  
The Professional Standards Unit in CAM has prepared 
a survey for parents and carers to provide feedback on 
their safeguarding experience within the parish. 

 
Click here to access survey 

Lockdown Light—a weekly series 
A weekly series bringing ‘light’ to this time of lockdown … 
Well and truly done with sourdough starters? Not interested in 
another DIY project? To help fill the void during lockdown, 
each week we’ll suggest some inspiring content to bring ‘light’ 
to this difficult time. Pop on the kettle and check out the             
recommendations at www.bit.ly/LockdownLight  

https://melbourne.cdfpay.org.au/details/?id=96
https://zoom.us/j/91401203888?pwd=czhQaVREWEZRUDNyT3pmZ3RvSHJzZz09#success
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
mailto:hradmin@cam.org.au
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Social-Justice-Statement-2002.pdf,%2010.)
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Social-Justice-Statement-2002.pdf,%2010.)
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
https://www.caritas.org.au/caritas.org.au
http://www.caritas.org.au/afghanistan
http://www.caritas.org.au/afghanistan
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85454357023?fbclid=IwAR2PPcorgUFWz6x092HPcsn8e7_ervDiU9cscZ4aBe-lFE2q6puA_-7CPFU
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpmrc.ontraport.com%2Fc%2Fs%2F2Q9%2FDmT3%2F6%2Fvlq7%2F6mS%2F6gp8HH%2FUBQZA0dEIg%2FP%2FP%2FaY&data=04%7C01%7Cmooneeponds%40cam.org.au%7Ccc022607b16d4d3ee01708d96b6ae46d%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f198
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpmrc.ontraport.com%2Fc%2Fs%2F2Q9%2FDmT3%2F6%2Fvlq7%2F6mS%2F6gp8HH%2FUBQZA0dEIg%2FP%2FP%2FaY&data=04%7C01%7Cmooneeponds%40cam.org.au%7Ccc022607b16d4d3ee01708d96b6ae46d%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f198
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PMZMFTX
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PMZMFTX
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcam.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5%26id%3D49388bf75c%26e%3D97965ab517&data=04%7C01%7CBernard.Angel%40cam.org.au%7C48182e007c37439695e108d96d03d424%7C48ee20c


FIRST READING (Is 50:5-9) 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The Lord has opened my ear. 

For my part, I made no resistance, 
neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck me, 
my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 
I did not cover my face 
against insult and spittle. 

The Lord comes to my help, 
so that I am untouched by the insults. 
So, too, I set my face like flint; 
I know I shall not be shamed. 

My vindicator is here at hand.  
Does anyone start proceedings against me? 
Then let us go to court together. 
Who thinks he has a case against me? 
Let him approach me. 
The Lord is coming to my help, 
who dare condemn me? 

The word of the Lord. — Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
(R.) I will walk in the presence of the Lord, 
in the land of the living. 
       

I love the Lord for he has heard  
the cry of my appeal; 
for he turned his ear to me 
in the day when I called him.      (R.) 

        
       They surrounded me, the snares of death,  

with anguish of the tomb; 
they caught me, sorrow and distress. 
I called on the Lord’s name. 
O Lord my God, deliver me!      (R.) 

 
      How gracious is the Lord, and just;  

our God has compassion. 
The Lord protects the simple hearts; 
I was helpless so he saved me.      (R.) 

        
He has kept my soul from death,  
my eyes from tears 
and my feet from stumbling. 
I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
in the land of the living .               (R.) 

        
SECOND READING ( Jas 2:14-18) 
A reading from the letter of St James 
Take the case, my brothers, of someone who has never 
done a single good act but claims that he has faith. Will 
that faith save him? If one of the brothers or one of the 
sisters is in need of clothes and has not enough food to 
live on, and one of you says to them, ‘I wish you well; 
keep yourself warm and eat plenty,’ without giving 
them these bare necessities of life, then what good is 
that? Faith is like that: if good works do not go with it, it 
is quite dead. 
This is the way to talk to people of that kind: ‘You say 
you have faith and I have good deeds; I will prove to 
you that I have faith by showing you my good deeds – 
now you prove to me that you have faith without any 
good deeds to show.’ 
  
The word of the Lord. — Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                              
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
My only glory is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which crucifies the world to me and me to the world.  
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL (Mk 8:27-35) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
 
Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round 
Caesarea Philippi. On the way he put this question to his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say I am?’ And they told him. 
‘John the Baptist,’ they said, ‘others Elijah; others again, 
one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he asked, ‘who do you 
say I am?’ Peter spoke up and said to him, ‘You are the 
Christ.’ And he gave them strict orders not to tell 
anyone about him. 

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man was 
destined to suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders 
and the chief priests and the scribes, and to be put to 
death, and after three days to rise again; and he said all 
this quite openly. Then, taking him aside, Peter started 
to remonstrate with him. But, turning and seeing his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said to him, ‘Get behind 
me, Satan! Because the way you think is not God’s way 
but man’s.’ 

He called the people and his disciples to him and said, 
‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him 
renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
For anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but 
anyone who loses his life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. — Praise to you Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 

 Next week’s reading The 24th Sunday in Ordinary time  

This week we have the readings for next Sunday                       
the 24th Sunday in Ordinary time for our Parishioners to 
make some time during the week to read and                       
reflect on. 

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost.  
Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land.  
 
  O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia 
  and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council.  
 
Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to 
recognise Jesus, our companion on the road.  
 
    Give us the courage to tell our stories  
    and to speak boldly of your truth. 
 
 Give us ears to listen humbly to each other  
and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying.  
 
    Lead your Church into a hope-filled future,  
    that we may live the joy of the Gospel. 
 
 Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
bread for the journey from age to age. 
 Amen.  
 
Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us.  
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us  
 


