
WE PRAY FOR 
The elderly and the sick 

Marius Fernando; Dantina Frederico;  Stella Mammone; Gino Salvo; Rosa Di Pietro;  Lucia Bordin; 
Ursula McWhinney; Justin Diviny; Stephanie Jouhari; Anna & Garry Henneken; Nicholas Gillman; 

Jillian Eolzella; Dianne Irvin; Peter Moore               

ANNIVERSARIES 
In Faith, Hope and Love, let us pray for repose of the souls of 

  Veronika Paladin; Kath Weber; Eldridge & Fabian Donovan; Alroy, Phyllis, 
Gweny & Seppy D’Cruze; Joseph Murray; Gwendoline Besterwitch 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
We remember in prayer,  

Kevin Sievers                                     
May he rest in peace. 

SUNDAY ONLINE MASS  
will be available via our Parish Webpage  

www.stmonicasparish.com.au                                                                         
Every Sunday by 10.30am  

for parishioners to participate in their homes. 

SUNDAY LITURGY @ Home;       
Please click on each link below to find  

guided reflection for  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 For Adults:           For Families with Young Children: 

We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, as the traditional caretakers of the land which is the 
St. Monica’s Catholic Parish. We acknowledge the Elders, past & present. May we, too, be good stewards of this land. 

ST. MONICA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Moonee Ponds 

 

   Presbytery: 22 Robinson St., Moonee Ponds 3039  |  Telephone: (03) 9370 5035  
   Email: mooneeponds@cam.org.au   |   Website: www.stmonicasparish.com.au 
 

   Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Tony Feeney   Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr. Andrew Choi 
   Parish Office: Sonya Bading (closed until COVID-19 Restrictions lift) 
   Pastoral Assistant: Abygaile Cukavac 
   School Principal: Mr. Peter Moore — School Phone No: (03) 9375 1132 

Green                                                  24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                13th September 2020 

   This year marks the 30th anniversary of Child Protection Week (6-12 September). The theme for 2020, 'Putting 
Children First', was chosen by the National Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (NAPCAN) and 
underscores the need to prioritise the safety and wellbeing of children in all aspects of our community and family life. 
    The occasion is of great significance for the Catholic Church in Australia as it emphasises the need for a continuous 
commitment to effectively safeguard children, young people, and vulnerable adults. The St Monica’s Safeguarding 
Committee endorses the work of the Archdiocese of Melbourne to support Child Protection Week, 6th -12th September 
2020, which has as its theme, Putting Children First. 
   As part of our commitment members of St Monica’s Parish have enrolled in a webinar which will be introduced by 
Liana Buchanan, Commissioner for Children and Young People and will focus on the importance of staying connected 
with children and young people during COVID-19 and also how we might engage in ministry safely in an online 
environment." 
   The Children's Liturgy team will host a Virtual Children's Liturgy on 20th September at 11.30 am via Zoom. 
Registration will be essential to comply with the child's safeguarding standards. Please register via this link: 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/st-monicas-childrens-liturgy-online-tickets-120141182511 

http://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/
https://sundayreadingsathome.weebly.com/kj87sip904.html
https://www.prayingwithchildren.org/pc320orLxi.html
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/st-monicas-childrens-liturgy-online-tickets-120141182511


 

PARISH OFFICE NOTICE  
due to coronavirus, and for the health and well-being of our Parish Staff (not including the priests), the Office is now 
officially closed. Sonya will continue to work remotely and will respond to emails. 

St. Monica’s is a Child Safe Parish. We hold the care, safety and well-being of children, young   people and  
vulnerable adults as a central and fundamental responsibility of our community. 

 
 

During this time, when visits to our Church are suspended, we are striving to 
ensure that our parishioners remain connected through new and creative 
pastoral programs. While we continue to help those in our community, the 
Parish continues to incur ongoing overhead costs and we need your help.  

The good news is that Catholic Development Fund (CDF) and the Archdiocese of Melbourne have partnered to build an 
online parish payment portal, CDFpay for Parishes . This site enables you to make quick and easy online thanksgiv-
ing payments – you can set-up a recurring payment, if you haven’t done so already, or you can choose a one-off offering.  
The Moonee Ponds site is live and found via this link                                                                    
https://www.catholicdevelopmentfund.org.au/CDFpay 
(Click on Find my Parish down the bottom and enter Moonee Ponds in search box) 
We thank you in advance for supporting our parish community. 

VIRTUAL CUPPA – hosted by Abygaile 

Monthly - 11 September (Friday) at 5 pm 

https://zoom.us/j/5115717088  
(Meeting ID: 511 571 7088) 

GOSPEL REFLECTION & DISCUSSION - with Fr. Tony 

Weekly - 11 September (Friday) at 7 pm 

https://zoom.us/j/97634439330  
(Meeting ID: 976 3443 9330) 

VIRTUAL CHOIR – hosted by Abygaile 

We will announce the next date soon. 

Please keep watching this space. 

PRAY THE ROSARY TOGETHER - with Fr. Andrew 

Weekly - 12 September (Saturday) at 7 pm 

https://zoom.us/j/93596613045  
(Meeting ID: 935 9661 3045) 

Each Zoom meeting room will open 10 minutes before it commences.  
If you have any enquiry or problem to access Zoom, please email us:  stmonicaspastoralteam@gmail.com   

We are looking forward to seeing you. 
PARISH PASTORAL TEAM  

Thursday was  R U OK? Day, and is a good reminder that 
every day is a day to start a conversation that could 
change a life. During this time we know it has been hard 
for our  Parish and Parishioners, as we are doing many 
things differently, let’s make time to reach out to each 
other, be in touch  and start a conversation.  
This year’s theme for R U OK day is that there is more to 
say after R U OK?  
Included are some helpful resources and plenty more 
can be found at www.ruok.org.au  
If someone has been experiencing tough emotions for 
more than two weeks, encourage  them to talk to a   
trusted professional or call Lifeline on 13 11 14 for a 
confidential chat any time of day or night. You can find 
other support services here and remember these         
services are for everyone - whether you need a listening 
ear or are concerned about someone else. 
 
If you or other Parishioners are needing some support 
during this time please get in contact 
with Fr. Tony or Fr. Andrew on 9370 
5035 and follow the prompts. They 
would be more than happy to have a 
chat!   
 

“For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for 
the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.”  
(Romans 14:8) 
 
This is the essence of stewardship – everything we have 
and everything we are is a gift from God. We aren’t 
“owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts 
that God has given us, especially our very own lives.  Pray to 
God daily and ask Him how He is calling you to live the life 
that He intended for you.  

https://www.catholicdevelopmentfund.org.au/CDFpay
https://zoom.us/j/5115717088
https://zoom.us/j/97634439330
https://zoom.us/j/93596613045
mailto:stmonicaspastoralteam@gmail.com
https://ruok.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23f9a6b93c5734d620886a80c&id=8279d74972&e=800a334ab4
http://www.ruok.org.au
https://www.ruok.org.au/findhelp


THANK YOU  A huge Virtual thank you to Mr. Joachim 

Min Fa (one of our grade 5 teachers) for participating in our 
Virtual Choir on Wednesday night.   
Some 25 or so parishioners took advantage of technology 
and gathered together in song.  Joachim brought his father, 
Lindsay, and lead us for half an hour singing songs of 
praise. We hope it’s not the last time we see them.   
If anyone would like to get involved or has any ideas please 
let us know.  Contact us on  

stmonicaspastoralteam@gmail.com 
 

*** photo taken during rehearsal.  What joy! 

Dates to Remember :  September 
 

 6-12th Child Protection Week 

 13th Child Protection Sunday 

 20th  Virtual Children’s   

   Liturgy via Zoom(11.30am)  

 21st  Fr. Tony’s Birthday 

 27th  Feast of St. Vincent de Paul &                                    

     Migrant and Refugee Sunday 

Hope in our time  

    How is it possible to be hopeful in our time? How is it 
possible to be hopeful, as St Paul says, amidst ‘anguish, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril or the sword’ (Rom 8:35)? 
      Or, if we may put it in contemporary Australian 
terms, even amidst the COVID pandemic, the sexual 
abuse crisis and harm caused to victims, popular disdain 
for religion and Catholicism, falling church attendance, 
failed church and political leadership, growing levels of 
personal anxiety and loneliness, job insecurity and 
poverty, family breakdown, domestic abuse, sickness 
and aging, climate change, addiction, war and terrorism, 
and so on? 
     It is no easy task to be hopeful—either personally or 
as a Church. Yet hope has always been one of the 
distinctive markers of Christian life. St Paul identified it 
as such: ‘So faith, hope, love remain, these                              
three’  (1 Cor 13:13). 
Read more here 

Online Masses  
St Patrick’s Cathedral—Live Streaming at  

http://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
Monday-Friday: 1pm,  

Saturday: 8am, Sunday: 11am 
 

TV Masses  
Channel44 (31):   Live telecast from St. Patrick ’s  
          Cathedral, Sunday at 11am 
Channel 10:  Mass  for you at home, Sunday at 6am 
RAI: Italian Mass from the Vatican,  Sunday at 8.30am 

(… )a healthy relationship with 
creation is one dimension of 
overall personal conversion, 
which entails the recognition of 
our errors, sins, faults and      
failures and leads to heartfelt 
repentance and desire to 
change... “ we must examine our 

lives and acknowledge the ways in which we have 
harmed  God’s creation through our actions and our 
failure to act. We need to experience a conversion, or 
change of heart”. 

Laudato Si (2015) N.218 

Dr Joel Hodge Senior      
Lecturer (Theology) ACU 

News from our school.  
Mr Moore is making good progress - 
keep him in your prayers. 
We also thank and congratulate         
Ms Christine Lo Giusto, being our 
acting Principal in Peter's absence, 
and Ms Mary Poupounaki who will be 
her Deputy Principal in Peter's 
absence. 

mailto:stmonicaspastoralteam@gmail.com
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/News/ArtMID/416/ArticleID/24611/Hope-in-our-time
http://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass


 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, 
I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

 
 
FIRST READING (Is 55:6-9) 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, 
call to him while he is still near. 
Let the wicked man abandon his way, 
the evil man his thoughts. 
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, 
to our God who is rich in forgiving; 
for my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
my ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks. 
Yes, the heavens are as high above earth 
as my ways are above your ways, 
my thoughts above your thoughts. 
‘The word of the Lord. — Thanks be to God. 

 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

(R.) The Lord is near to all who call him.  
 
I will bless you day after day  
and praise your name for ever. 
the Lord is great, highly to be praised, 
his greatness cannot be measured.      (R.) 
 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,  
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures.     (R.) 
 

The Lord is just in all his ways  
and loving in all his deeds. 
He is close to all who call him, 
who call on him from their hearts .     (R.) 
 

 
SECOND READING ( Phil 1:20-24. 27) 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 
Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my life or by 
my death. Life to me, of course, is Christ, but then death 
would bring me something more; but then again, if living in 
this body means doing work which is having good results – I 
do not know what I should choose. I am caught in this 
dilemma: I want to be gone and be with Christ, which would 
be very much the better, but for me to stay alive in this body 
is a more urgent need for your sake. 
Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be 
unworthy of the gospel of Christ. 
The word of the Lord.  
— Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                               
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our hearts, O Lord, 
to listen to the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
GOSPEL ( Mt 20:1-16) 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner going out at daybreak to hire workers for his 
vineyard.  He made an agreement with the workers for one 
denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard.  Going out at 
about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the 
market place and said to them, “You go to my vineyard too 
and I will give you a fair wage.”  So they went.  At about the 
sixth hour and again at about the ninth hour, he went out 
and did the same.  Then at about the eleventh hour he went 
out and found more men standing round, and he said to 
them, “Why have you been standing here idle all day?”  
“Because no one has hired us” they answered.  He said to 
them, “You go into my vineyard too.”  In the evening, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the workers 
and pay them their wages, starting with the last arrivals and 
ending with the first.”  So those who were hired at about the 
eleventh hour came forward and received one denarius each.  
When the first came, they expected to get more, but they too 
received one denarius each.  They took it, but grumbled at 
the landowner.  “The men who came last” they said “have 
done only one hour, and you have treated them the same as 
us, though we have done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.”  
He answered one of them and said, “My friend, I am not 
being unjust to you; did we not agree on one denarius?  Take 
your earnings and go.  I choose to pay the last-comer as 
much as I pay you.  Have I no right to do what I like with my 
own?  Why be envious because I am generous?”  Thus the 
last will be first, and the first, last.’ 
The Gospel of the Lord. — Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept; 
may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes. 

Next week’s readings  25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 20TH SEPTEMBER  

This week we have the readings for next Sunday the   
20th September  for our Parishioners to make some 
time during the week to read and reflect on. 

Did you know ? 
Points of interest and Catholic lore 

 

 In the Greco-Roman world, casual labourers used to 
gather in the agora or town-square waiting for 
employers to hire them.  

  In the early church, those who had believed in the risen 
Christ from the earliest days—and had thus suffered 
persecution for their faith—were sometimes jealous of 
those, especially Gentiles, who came to belief later on.  

 
Symbols & Images 

The ‘vineyard’ in the Hebrew Scriptures always referred to 
Israel, the people of God, while the ‘master’ was God. This 
parable would have been clearly understood as being about 
the experience of being gathered into God’s people and 
about who was welcomed into the kingdom. The 
unbounded generosity of God is highlighted. 
 

The Summit Online 


