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Greetings from the Editorial 

Team  
A Pastoral Letter 

Mass Times: Monday 7:00am  Mass Tuesday – Friday 7:00am and 9:15am ,Saturday 8:00am, 6:30pm (Vigil Mass for 

Sunday) Sunday—8:00am 9:15am (Italian Mass ) 10:30am and 5:30pm 

In May we celebrated ‘Mother’s Day’ in July we will 

celebrate ‘Grand parents’ Day’.  

Recently I received a note 

telling me how we, as 

Church, are being invited 

to celebrate the Feast Day 

of St. Mary Magdalene in 

a new way, and I quote: 

The Church, both in the 

East and in the West has 

always regarded Saint 

Mary Magdalene the first 

witness of the Lord’s resurrection and the first                  

evangelist, and with the greatest reverence has always 

honoured her although in diverse ways.   

 Given that in our time the Church is called to reflect in a 

more profound way on the dignity of Woman, on the 

New Evangelisation and on the greatness of the                 

Mystery of Divine Mercy, it seemed right that the             

example of Saint Mary Magdalene might also fittingly 

be proposed to the faithful.  In fact this woman, known 

as the one who loved Christ and who was greatly loved 

by Christ, and was called a “witness of Divine Mercy” by 

Saint Gregory the Great and an “apostle of the               

apostles” by Saint Thomas Aquinas, can now rightly be 

taken by the faithful as a model of women’s role in the 

Church.   

The thing that appealed to me on receiving this note 

was, that through Mary Magdalene we are being, yet 

again, called to reflect in a profound way on the dignity 

of woman, as we are invited to do each year when we 

celebrate our own Parish Saint, St. Monica every                

August  27th 

For a bit more about St. Monica, you might read             

Deacon Justin’s article in this latest edition of                     

The Monica.  

Welcome to  our second edition for 2016. 

In this most Holy Year of Mercy, we have been reflecting  

on what it means to be part of the Church. Pope Francis 

asked us to  contemplate the concept of Mercy and       

presented it as a ‘mystery’ for us to ponder.  

There have been many expressions of what Mercy means 

and we might particularly connect to this one:  

“Mercy… as the bridge that connects God and man,       

opening our hearts to the hope of being loved forever 

despite our sinfulness.”.  

Building a bridge is a wonderful metaphor and is                 

applicable to the promises we make in the sacraments  

and in the way we should aspire to interact with each      

other as ambassadors of the Catholic Faith.  

In this edition of the Monica we celebrate the                          

contribution of women in the evolution of our Church and 

their continuing  vital role in strengthening our                       

community in innumerable ways.  

Our Parish owes the tireless, often unseen and less than 

glamourous work of women a great debt. Women are the 

vital cogs in the engine of St Monica’s Parish, from            

teaching staff, committees members, elected                           

representatives, sporting club members, fundraisers,           

volunteers and all ‘round busy mums.  We thank you all.  

Thank you to all those who have contributed to this            

edition. We hope you enjoy it.  

Fr. Tony Feeney 
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Parish Profile : Maria Stricki, Administration Officer St Monica’s Primary School 

Fr Tony and Deacon Justin have touched upon the important role of women in the evolution 

of our faith and our Parish community.  

It’s no coincidence that in this  edition we profile Maria Stricki. Maria is an administrative 

assistant at St Monica’s Primary School . She provides an invaluable link to the                   

Secretary of the Parish Office Lesley-Ann Wilson and in essence, Maria is the quintessential 

‘doer’ and it is always’s a pleasure to see her or know that you need to interact with her as 

she does do a superb job of anything asked of her.   

No task or ask is too difficult for Maria and she sees herself as a conduit between the Parish 

and the School, ensuring the message of the Church reaches into the school community 

and that we are all ‘on the same page’.  

Practically speaking, Maria provides vital administrative and technical support to the Parish 

Office to help share the load and ensure processes run smoothly and efficiently. Given, the 

exceptional busyness of the Parish Office any external support is gratefully received.  

As a school class representative, I myself can rely on Maria to quickly distribute information to class families when requested and 

she can handle any tricky situation with a smile.  

For many school families, Maria is the first face that greets them in the office. Of her role, Maria says: “I can't believe I've been at 

St Monica's for just over 5 years, the time has flown by really quickly. As with all jobs you can have good days and bad days but I 

can honestly say I love my job and the good certainly outweighs the bad. 

In my role I get to meet all the families that attend St Monica's, from the first enquiry about enrolment to starting school in Foun-

dation and beyond. I love getting to know the families and their children and watching them grow”.  

I asked Maria to give us an insight into her life outside St Monica’s. It certainly is busy! She writes: “I live in Keilor with my husband 

Carl and 4 young adult children - Paul, David, Amy and Zoe. I barrack for the Bombers and hope they can do better next year than 

what they have this year. I enjoy reading, knitting and going out to dinner with friends and family. We have a beach house at Phil-

lip Island which I enjoy going to and taking walks along the beach in summer and winter. My family enjoy car racing and we have a 

couple of race cars they like to drive around the track at Phillip Island. I haven't driven one and have no intention too, but have 

been a passenger on a number of occasions.”  

Well if you’ll pardon the pun, while Maria isn’t a race car driver, she’s most certainly a great ‘driver’ of our Parish  community and 

we thank her for her dedication.           

World Youth Day (WYD) is an event for young people organized every three years by the Catholic Church. The 
next occasion, World Youth Day 2016, will be held 25–31 July 2016 in Kraków, Poland. 

World Youth Day was initiated by Pope John Paul II in 1985. For the first celebration of WYD in 1986, bishops all 

over the world were invited to schedule an annual youth event to be held every Palm Sunday in their dioceses. It 

is celebrated at the diocesan level annually, and at the international level every two to three years at different 

locations. The 1995 World Youth Day closing Mass in the Philippines set a world record for the largest number of 

people gathered for a single religious event (with 5 million attendees)— a record surpassed when 6 million at-

tended a Mass celebrated by Pope Francis in the Philippines 20 years later in 2015. 

Joanne Barrett  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Youth_Day_2016
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Krak%C3%B3w
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_Paul_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palm_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_(liturgy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_largest_peaceful_gatherings_in_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_largest_peaceful_gatherings_in_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Francis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
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St Monica might be said to be a saint of the margins of our 
time. In a time when people from the Middle East and North 
Africa are increasingly viewed with suspicion and treated with 
distrust when they try to flee horrors beyond our imagining, 
St Monica should make us look again. She was from Tagaste 
in what is now Algeria in North Africa. It seems from her 
name that she was a Berber (Ama-Zigh in the Berber                    
language), one of the semi-nomadic people who still inhabit 
large parts of the region today. While we don’t know the          
exact date, she was born in the early part of the 4th century 
CE. 

 

She married a Roman called Patricius. Like many marriages 
today, hers was not a happy one. Patricius was an alcoholic 
and a violent man. While traditional biographies claim that he 
respected her virtue, these are not generally written from a 
woman’s point of view and we do not know what she had to 
suffer to maintain what was clearly an abusive relationship. 
Their differences were worsened by the fact that, while            
Monica was a Christian, Patricius was not and he refused to 
allow their children to be baptised. It seems that, despite         
living in a desperately unhappy relationship, she was herself 

able to harness that unhappiness and minister to other abused women in Tagaste. Eventually, as a result of her 
prayers and interventions (which must have taken considerable courage, especially in a time when Roman law 
allowed men to beat or kill their wives without reason), Patricius was converted to Christianity and baptised.  

 

Monica’s name would become known to the world through one of those children who was refused baptism. 
Augustine, later bishop of Hippo and one of the most influential writers in the Church’s history, was a bright but 
very difficult young man. While he was a teenager, Patricius died. Augustine took a common law wife (with 
whom he had a son) and experimented with the then popular Manichaean religion – a hybrid 
between Christianity and Zoroastrianism. As a result, she expelled him and his wife from her 
house. While this causes us some unease today, it is a reminder that saints are people of their 
time as well. As a result of a vision in a dream, she later took him (but not his wife) back and 
prayed ceaselessly for his conversion. When he travelled to Italy to study philosophy she fol-
lowed him in secret. Finally, as a result of his own interior journey and the preaching of the 
great St Ambrose of Milan, Augustine was converted and baptised in her presence in Milan. 
She died soon after and was buried in the Italian coastal town of Ostia in 387. 

 

ST MONICA BY  DEACON JUSTIN 

Congratulations  DEACON GEOFF 

MCILROY 

Our heartfelt congratulations to Deacon  Geoff 

McIlroy on his ordination at St Patrick's                   

Cathedral on Saturday 25th June. Deacon Geoff 

was a much loved and welcomed  addition to our Parish last year.               

Deacon Geoff will celebrate Mass  at St Monica’s on Sunday July 3 at 

10.30am. This will be followed by a Morning Tea in the Symons Centre. 
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As we are celebrating the feast of the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist on 24 June 2016, it is a timely opportunity to look at the story of 

Saint John the Baptist. 

 

The life of John was a preparation for the coming of the Messiah Jesus Christ and had many parallels to that of Jesus.  John’s mother        

Elizabeth and Jesus’s mother Mary both had the angel Gabriel appear before them announcing of their miraculous conception.  For               

Elizabeth, it was a miracle as she was beyond her childbearing years.  John was born six months before Christ was born.  In the early first 

century, John was an itinerant preacher, travelling to many places to reach different groups of people and was revered by many.  Although 

his popularity and fame spread to Jerusalem, John’s humility remained incorruptible.  He corrected people who believed that he was the 

long awaited Messiah by saying that his existence was only to prepare the way and that he was not worthy to unloose the Master’s sandals.                            

John proclaimed to the people that unlike his baptism with water, the Messiah who was to come 

would baptise with the Holy Spirit.  When Jesus came to John to receive baptism, John at first              

excused himself as unworthy but in obedience, he baptised Jesus in the river Jordan.    

 

John’s ministry soon came to an end after Herod Antipas’s second wife Herodias plotted to have 

John beheaded.  Whilst Herod feared and revered John for his righteousness and principles, he 

fell into Herodias’s plot and had to commit to beheading John.  There was great sadness among 

the people.  They laid his body reverently in a tomb and Jesus together with his disciples retired 

to a desert to mourn. 

Saint Profile: John the Baptist BY  LOAN TRAN 

On Friday 13 May 2016, St Monica's Primary School Year 6’s made their            

Confirmation. Angelina MacLeod writes about this special occasion.  

 

The saint l chose was “Saint Regina”, because “Saint Regina” is the female 

version of Reg, which happens to be my Great-Grandfather's name, and my 

dad loved and admired him very much. Saint Regina was a good role model to 

Catholics and stood up for what she believed in, so what better name to 

choose as my confirmation name. Eileen was my Great-Grandmother’s name, 

and Eileen is my middle name. So by choosing Regina, l not only honour Saint 

Regina’s memory, but my great grandfathers as well. 

 

Before Confirmation mass l waited for my sponsor Danica. I chose Danica        

because she is very friendly, extremely fun, and most of all because I know 

that I can call her when I have had a tough day. 

 

At Mass I saw Father Tony, Father Minh, Deacon Justin and Bishop Terry        

walking up to the altar. It was unusual because it is normally Father Tony or 

Father Minh leading mass, but of course this was a very special mass.  

 

I saw lots of my friends being confirmed as well, and that made me feel like 

part of a community not just a group. When I was confirmed the bishop smiled at me and said “Regina be sealed with the 

gifts and fruits of the holy spirit”, and I replied “Amen”. Then he said “Peace be with you”, and I said “And with your spirit”. 

Even though that was what he said to everyone on the night, it made me still feel special. I made my confirmation so that l 

can make my own choices as a full member of the Catholic community.  

Reflections of a Confirmed Girl 
BY ANGELINA MACLEOD AND JENNY RAPA 
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We are here  
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The Biggest Morning Tea 
BY ELISE RIZZO 

Cancer Council's Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea is a chance for Australians to get together and raise money for 

a great cause. 1 in 2 Australians will be diagnosed with cancer by the age of 85.  Community efforts to raise 

money are making real difference in helping fund Cancer Council’s vital research, prevention and support ser-

vices.  

St Monica's Primary School Parents Association, thanks to the amazing work of Cathy McNeil and Ange Horton 

hosted a morning tea in the Symon’s Centre and invited those from the school and parish to attend. Unfortu-

nately, cancer has touched many of us at St Monica's and 2016 has been a year of grief and sadness. This event 

was a wonderful opportunity for parishioners to come together to celebrate life and friendships while raising 

money for this incredible cause. Nicola Quinn from the Cancer Council attended to tell us a little about the great 

work of the Cancer Council and the morning was a great success due to the support of many who donated time, 

money and food. I am always astounded and pleased to hear of the generosity of our parish and this was just 

another example of this. I am so pleased that we are part of a community who will come together to help others 

while taking the time to enjoy and celebrate life while also remembering to be thankful for the lives with which 

we have been blessed. 

The goal this year was to raise $1500 and with the support of the school, the Parish and Teachers who held their 

own event, an amazing total of $2400 was raised. Thanks to Nicola Quinn from the Cancer Council and all the 

Galatians 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil 

the law of Christ. 
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On Friday the 13 of May, Mr. Moore clearly stated that the slide show failing the assembly was a good thing because we were able to 

work on the Gift of Patience. All the grade sixes should have recognised his mistake, patience is not a gift but a fruit and hoping that 

no more people make the mistake we are going to state all the Gifts and Fruits of the holy spirit. 

Gifts: 

Wisdom: if you have the gift of wisdom, you may not know how to do something but you have experi-

enced the feeling of it, and learned from that experience. Eg: would you ask your father on tips for your 

school test or your younger brother? 

Understanding: if you have the gift of understanding it means you can put yourself in another person’s 

shoes and know how they feel, how hard it is for them and what it is to make them feel comforted and 

loved. Eg: would you comfort someone and ask what was wrong if they were sitting on a bench by 

themselves crying , or walk on by have nothing to do with it? 

Counsel: if you have the gift of counsel you make better decisions in life helping you become a stronger, 

more faithful Christian. Eg: all the grade sixes at their Confirmation heard in the gospel scriptures cruci-

fying all self-indulgences is a way to follow the Holy Spirit.  

Fortitude: if you have the Gift of Fortitude you stand up for your church, your faith and what is right. You do not just have courage for 

when you are standing up for your faith, you get it all the way through. Eg: lots of Saints have stood up for their faith including, Saint 

Agatha, Saint Agnes and Saint Joan of Arc. 

Knowledge: if you have the Gift of Knowledge you know how to complete something, and you understand how you completed it. eg 

you are in a test, you got the correct answer but you don't know how you got the answer, that is not Knowledge. Getting the correct 

answer and knowing how you got the answer is knowledge. 

Piety: if you have the Gift of Piety you are completely respectful anywhere and in front of anyone. Being respectful means not sitting 

in ways that disrespect others and talk and fidget during talks or lectures. Eg: if you go to church every weekend but you slouch and 

talk it is not pious in any way. If you only go to church once a month but, you sit up straight and listen to the minister directing the 

mass you have Piety. 

Fear of the Lord: if you have the Gift of Fear of the Lord you never try and harm any of God’s creations, whenever you talk about Him 

you talk in a kind way and you NEVER say disrespectful words like “OMG” Eg if someone is always talking about God in a good way 

but cares nothing about nature they do not show Fear of the Lord. If someone does not talk much but still shows respect to the Lord 

and his creations the do show Fear of the Lord. 

Fruits: 

Love is a fruit that means showing compassion in everything that you do and to everyone that you 

meet. It also means you demonstrate a love of God no matter what you do. 

Joy is a fruit that expresses great happiness and excitement in all that you do. It also means that 

when you are in God’s presence you are showing great happiness and excitement. 

Peace is a fruit that displays infinite calm and means you are able to help people get along harmoni-

ously. 

Patience is a fruit that means not complaining about things and not getting angry at others when 

unnecessary. 

Kindness is a fruit that expresses a great amount of love to another person even when they are considered unworthy companions. To 

show kindness it is as simple as asking how someone's day was. 

Faithfulness is a fruit that shows belief in the Catholic faith and allegiance to the Church and maintaining that belief throughout your 

entire life. Eg: praying for others, not following other religions, praying for the conversion of others, participating in holy actions, etc. 

Self Control is a fruit that means not lashing out with your emotions if something goes wrong, this is also one of the hardest fruits 

because it also means to stay in control if something does or doesn't go your way. 

The Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit:  

Grade 6 students : Angelina MacLeod, Emma McEniery, Quinton Nguyen and Isaac Abdilla. 

http://www.austindiocese.org/offices-ministries/offices/youth-young-adult-and-campus-ministry-office/youth-ministry/events/gifts
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Earlier this term , the students of Year 3 reflected on the spirit 

of ANZAC and it’s significance in Australian History.  The sacrific-

es of the fallen and those who survived war, have led to the 

free society in which we live today.  

There are great tensions between the act of commemorating 

war and the practice of worshipping God.  Living  our lives  

through Christ  can be viewed as  the very antithesis of War. However in our culture we  choose to honour 

the lives lost during war. And we reflect that peoples belief  in God provided huge comfort to those in hor-

rific circumstances, faced with the dreadful realities of conflict and all that it entails.  

One of the most solemn ceremonies associated with Anzac Day is the recitation of the Ode, the fourth stan-

za of the poem ’For the Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon (1869-1943). The Ode was first published in the London 

Times in 1914  then later used for Commonwealth ceremonies including the laying of the Inauguration 

Stone at the Australian War Memorial in 1929.  The most famous lines are: 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 

Lest we forget.  

Anzac Reflections: 2016 
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The St. Monica's Thursday Ladies Tennis Teams finished the Spring 

Season well.  Renae McElligott's came 2nd, Lynn Garvey's Team 2nd, 

Bernie Lew's Team 5th, and Liz Bergin's Team 5th.  No Flags this Sea-

son but40 Ladies enjoyed the wonderful exercise and Friendships that 

tennis  brings. Our 4 teams will again do battle in the Autumn Sea-

son.  Each team had their celebration and the photo is of the. Section 6 

team enjoying a Champers to celebrate. 

 

Moira Ambrosia, Jennifer Gleeson, Maree Foley, Leonie 

Saundry, Evy Coghlan, Liz Bergin, Margaret Mogg 

St Monica’s Tennis Club BY  MARGARET MOGG 

On the first Wednesday of the month there is a Mass for The Golden Oldies at 

11am, in the Symon’s Centre. Everyone is most welcome.   Mass was celebrated 

by Fr. Tony Feeney, helped by Deacon Justin Glyn who is now moving on 

towards his Ordination in New Zealand.  Fr. Tony recently celebrated his 

42nd year of Ordination. 

Golden Oldies BY  MARGARET MOGG 

Thank you to those who have contributed to this edition of  The 

Monica 

Fr Tony, Jacqueline Le-Grand– Condello, Elise Rizzo, Loan Tran, 

Margaret Mogg, Deacon Justin, Angela Horton, Andrea Medic, 

Jenny Rapa, Angelina MacLeod, Emma McEniery, Quinton Ngu-

yen and Isaac Abdilla, Lesley-ann Wilson, Maria Stricki and Jo-

anne Barrett.  
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On a very cold bleak evening in June the Tennis Club held their only Fund Raiser 

for the year.  The Trivia Night was a great success due to the wonderful teamwork 

of a very active enthusiastic Committee. 

100 adults and 50 children attended the fun night taking home lots of excellent 

prizes.  We had a Magic lot of Sponsors who generously supported the 

Club.  Needless to say that gave us a healthy financial result on the 

Night as we still have a large debt to pay on our new Clubhouse. 

Well done Members. 

St Monica’s Tennis Club Trivia  Night 
BY  MARGARET MOGG 



 12 

  

 


